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Thompson, Alexis

From: Kari Lang <kari@wbna.org>
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 11:17 AM
To: Thompson, Alexis
Cc: Alyssa Bishop; Rachel Robinson; Nic Canning; Sath, Boupha
Subject: Re: WBNA comment letter for 369 Broadway

Hi Alexis, 
 
As a follow‐up to my previous email, I would like to clarify that the WBNA has met with Dustin Dezube and his 
architect Kevin Diamond several times to review the proposed project at 369 Broadway. They have also presented to 
the Providence Historic District Commission. WBNA appreciates that Dustin and Kevin have made planning and design 
revisions based on our comments (WBNA CDC comment letter dated 11/13/21 previously attached) and with those 
revisions, WBNA is in support of their application for dimensional variances. 
 
We appreciate that they worked with the neighborhood. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kari 
 
On Tue, Apr 13, 2021 at 9:10 AM Thompson, Alexis <Athompson@providenceri.gov> wrote: 

Thank you Kari‐ 

I will include this letter in the record file and send to the Board members. 

  

Take care‐ 

Alexis 

  

From: Kari Lang <kari@wbna.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 8:44 AM 
To: Thompson, Alexis <Athompson@providenceri.gov> 
Cc: Alyssa Bishop <alyssabishop@gmail.com>; Rachel Robinson <rrobinson@ppsri.org>; Nic Canning 
<nic.canning@gmail.com> 
Subject: WBNA comment letter for 369 Broadway 

  

Good morning Alexis, 

Attached please find the WBNA's comment letter for 369 Broadway for Wednesday's Zoning Board of Review meeting.

Thank you, 
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Kari 
 

  

‐‐  

Kari N. Lang 

Executive Director 

West Broadway Neighborhood Association 

1560 Westminster Street 

Providence, RI 02909 

401‐831‐9344 

www.wbna.org 

FACEBOOK 

  

WBNA | Working for people and place in our neighborhood for over 35 years.  

Become a member today. 

  

My Office Hours:  

Mon - Thurs: 7:00am - noon  

WBNA Office Hours 

Mon - Thurs 8:30am - 4:30pm 

Closed: Friday-Saturday-Sunday 

  

  

  

 
 
 
‐‐  
Kari N. Lang 
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Executive Director 
West Broadway Neighborhood Association 
1560 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI 02909 
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November 13, 2020 
 
Dustin Dezube 
ddezube@gmail.com 
Kevin Diamond, R.A. 
kevin@providenceliving.com 
 
Re:  369 Broadway 
 
Dear Dustin and Kevin,  
 
Once again, we very much appreciate your continued interest in working with the 
neighborhood and the WBNA Community Development Committee (CDC) as you continue to 
make adjustments and improvements to your proposed project at 369 Broadway.   
 
At our joint meeting on November 10th, and subsequent committee conversation, we 
reviewed and encourage the following planning and design revisions: 
 
• Reduction of the footprint to dimensions that minimize the bulk of the new 

structure, minimize the visual impact on the site and the existing historic structure 
and maximize open space. 

• Reduction of the unit count to 7 or 6 so that two or three levels of the building 
have two units and one or two levels have one unit.  The CDC believes that an ideal 
layout would be one unit on each of the bottom and top levels and two units on 
each of the two middle levels for a total of six units. 

• Elimination of the exterior deck between the existing building and the new 
structure, and substitution of a landscaped patio. 

• Focus on design and construction of an inviting and comfortable urban patio 
between the two structures with adequate lighting and reasonable sense of space. 

• Shifting the new structure northward into the setback zone to increase the space 
and comfort between the two buildings.   

• Design of the exterior stairway to be relatively ‘light and airy’ to minimize the 
spatial impact on the outdoor patio space. 

• Architectural expression of the third (top) level as an ‘urban treehouse’ with form, 
glazing and siding treatment to evoke that imagery and experience. 

• At least one unit to be a housing voucher (Section 8) unit to encourage mixed 
income tenancy.  The committee encourages that the voucher unit not be a 
basement unit. 

• The new construction to be built of eco-friendly materials. 

• The new construction to include solar panels on the roof. 

• The basement unit(s) to have a ceiling height of 8’-6” minimum. 

 
 

April 2015 
 
  
  
 
 
«City» «State»,  «Zip» 
 
Dear   , 
 
Working together as the West Broadway Neighborhood Association (WBNA), neighbors make a difference and 
the West Side becomes a better place to shop, work, eat, live and learn locally! WBNA members’ advocacy and 
outreach efforts impact decisions at City and State levels that directly affect the daily lives of West Side 
neighbors. Below are just three examples that occurred this past year. 
 

• This fall, after years of advocacy efforts, the West Broadway School on Bainbridge Avenue reopened as a 
middle school for West Side students. Neighbor representatives participated in building renovation planning 
and the hiring process for the new Principal.  

 
• This summer, in response to hundreds of emails and calls from neighbors, Senator Paul Jabour ensured that 

$2M of $3M dollars that had been cut from the State budget was returned to the Cranston Street Armory.  
 

• With over 700 tickets sold, our first ever Broadway Historic House Tour — one of fourteen events run by 
the WBNA in 2014 — far exceeded our own expectations. The tour was an amazing opportunity for locals 
to explore some of our city's most important architectural gems. It also introduced hundreds of people, 
many of whom had never before visited Broadway, to the wealth of amazing shops, restaurants, and 
businesses that our neighborhood has to offer. 

 
With a new Mayor and Governor, 2015 will bring continued opportunities for WBNA collaboration with the City 
and the State that include:    
 

• Amplifying and intensifying the “SUSTAIN OUR STATE ARMORY” campaign to repair the building 
and activate the drill hall for public use. 

• Partnering with Asa Messer Elementary School and West Broadway Middle School to improve learning 
opportunities and facilities for neighborhood children. 

• Reducing crime by increasing the number of neighborhood police officers and creating a more manageably 
sized district 

• Expanding West Side Solar for energy efficiency and lower utility costs for families. 
On behalf of the West Broadway Neighborhood Association (WBNA), I invite you to join us—your local 
neighborhood association—as a 2015 member so we can continue to improve our neighborhood.   Your 
involvement and investment—combined with that from other west side neighbors, businesses, and friends—is the 
key to our success.  
 
Your neighbor, 
 
 
Kari Nel Lang 
Executive Director  
 

 
PLEASE TURN OVER TO SEE WBNA MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

WBNA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  
No goods or services were provided in exchange for your generous financial donation.  
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• Attention to the comfort of and daylight to the units that are closest to the 
neighboring Leader Uniform building.  The proximity of the Leader building could 
make the nearby new units very dark and uncomfortable. 

 
In general, the WBNA CDC encourages that your design and construction be rendered as a 
thoughtful, polite and considerate addition to the historic Broadway neighborhood and we 
look forward to continued participation in the process. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Cynthia Langlykke     Kari Lang 
CDC Chair      Executive Director 
 
Cc: 
Providence Historic District Commission 
c/o Jason Martin 
Department of Planning and Development 
444 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
 

 


