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Spiders produce silk from their spinneret glands located at the tip of their 

abdomen. 

 

Each gland produces a thread for a special purpose – 

• a trailed safety line, 

• sticky silk for trapping prey 

• fine silk for wrapping it 

 

Spiders use different gland types to produce different silks. 

 

Some spiders are capable of producing up to 8 different silks during their 

lifetime. 
 

Image credit: https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/agricultural-and-biological-sciences/araneae 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spinneret_%28spider%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdomen
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Look at the following webs and decide which kind of web they each are. 

                   
 

                   
 

 

                 
 

 


