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Question 5: State any and all facts to support your position that the applicant is not seeking the 
variance(s) primarily in order to obtain greater financial gain. 

When we purchased this home, we knew that we had found our “forever” home. Though I grew up in 
Atlanta, I moved to Providence in 2011 to attend college. After graduating and leaving Providence in 
2018, I looked for ways to get back because I truly believe in the city and am excited for its future. For 
Thomas, my husband, he fell in love with Providence during our first trip here together (his first time in 
Rhode Island) because of how much the residential areas reminded him of the unique homes also found 
near his childhood home outside of Brussels, Belgium. 

I wanted to explain this background because it is important for the Board to understand that what we 
propose is not in a bid to invest and then quickly sell. Since we have no intention of selling the home and 
hope to age in place, we have every motivation to make this home the safest, the most practical, and the 
most functional that it can be for us and our future family. We identify as stewards of this historic home, 
and we hope that you see that we care for the lot, the building, and our community deeply.  

We hope that the additional landscaping plans we have submitted along with the curb cut plan detail our 
commitment to bring the entire lot in compliance with the zoning ordinance while ensuring that the issues 
we raised above are addressed in a way that is sustainable well into the future as we age in place. 

 

Question 6: State any and all facts that support your position that you are seeking the least relief 
necessary to lessen or eliminate the hardship (for example, why there are no viable alternatives to 
your proposed plan). 

Ultimately, there are five main goals we hope to accomplish with this second curb cut: 

• Improve safety for ourselves, our tenants, and the community’s pedestrians – especially for the 
many children who use the sidewalk today to go to school 

• Establish a dedicated one-way, single lane driveway entering from Daboll St and exiting via 
Mawney St 

• Eliminate (or at least minimize) the risk of damage to the building and to our and our tenants’ 
vehicles 

• Improve accessibility for service vehicles to ensure we have adequate support for the long-term 
maintenance of the building and lot 

• Ensure continued vehicle access to the building’s side entrance for accessibility when loading 
and unloading 

To accomplish these goals, after going back and forth with numerous other options, this is truly the least 
relief necessary to lessen or eliminate the hardship and simultaneously bring the lot into conformity with 
the remainder of the Providence Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Question 8: If you are seeking a DIMENSIONAL VARIANCE, set forth all facts that indicate that if 
the variance is not granted, the hardship the owner/applicant will suffer is more than a mere 
inconvenience. 

All of the issues presented above will persist without this variance. Pedestrians will still be put at risk – 
including the school-aged children who reside in the building. The risk of damage to vehicles and the 
building will still be present. The sightlines to safely exit will still be obscured by the building and street-
parked vehicles. And we will continue to have difficulty with hiring and retaining home maintenance 
service providers due to their inability to properly and safely have access to the property. 

We thank you for your time and your thoughtful consideration of this variance application. 
















