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Staff Report:  Douglas Avenue Restriping Preliminary Plan Review – Smith Hill, Wanskuck – Wards 4, 
12, 14 (For Action) 
Presented at March 28, 2018 BPAC meeting 

Project Background 
The City of Providence Department of Public Works seeks comments from the BPAC regarding the 
potential restriping of Douglas Avenue. 

In April 2016, BPAC reviewed conceptual plans for Douglas Ave restriping. Recommendations at the time 
were: 

• The center median area proposed between Chad Brown Street and Crimea Street should be 
removed and that space instead be allocated to provide 6’ wide bike lanes and a painted buffer area 
between the parking lane and the bike lane 

• Proper bike lane stencils should be painted within the bike lane, not sharrows 

• The proposed bike lanes should be extended from the intersection with Chalkstone Avenue all the 
way to Orms Street 

• The proposed bike lanes should be extended from the intersection with Chad Brown Street, north to 
Eaton Street to connect with future expansion of bike lanes on Eaton Street and the Providence 
College campus 

• Crosswalks should be striped on all four side of the intersection of Douglas Avenue and Chalkstone 
Avenue and at all other signalized intersections along Douglas Avenue 

• Parking should be removed along one side of Douglas Avenue from Eaton Street to the City Line 

• A one-way bike lane should be striped for bicyclists traveling north-west toward the City Line 

• Southbound bicyclists should be accommodated through a future bike lane on Admiral Street. 

 

City staff worked with design consultants to produce design alternatives based on these 
recommendations where feasible. One alternative includes bike lanes between Vale Street and Fillmore 
Street, and does not include any removal of on-street parking. The second alternative includes bike 
lanes between Eaton Street and Orms Street, and includes the removal of 19 parking spaces between 
Orms and Wayne streets and 25 parking spaces between Vale and Camden streets. Neither alternative 
includes bike lanes north of Eaton Street. 
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Project Map 

 

Staff recommendations 

• Implement design option 2 between Eaton St and Orms St with the following cross-sections 
(included also on plans attached at end of this staff report): 

o Orms to Goddard = 30 ft wide

 



 

Page 3 of 5 
 

o Goddard to Wayne = 31 ft wide

 
o Wayne to Chalkstone = 38 ft wide 

 
 At Wayne, include dashed lines indicating the mixing zone and directing westbound 

bicyclists to the floating bike lane. 
o Chalkstone to Whipple = 42 ft wide 
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o Whipple to Crimea = 48 ft wide 

 
o Crimea to Filmore = 50 ft wide 

 Same cross section as above with 6 ft bike lanes instead of 5 ft 
o Filmore to Mansfield = 52 ft wide 

 
o Mansfield to Vale = 51 ft wide 

 Same cross section as above with 5.5 ft bike lanes instead of 6 ft 
o Vale to Chad Brown = 38 ft wide 

 
o Chad Brown to Camden = 35 ft wide 
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o Camden to Eaton = 40-45 ft wide

 
 Widen all 5 lanes by 1 foot over the 66 ft between Camden intersection and stop 

line at Eaton Street to follow the widening of the roadway. 
• Extend the striped extension of the eastern corner of the O’Neil St intersection to narrow the travel 

lane to 12 ft maximum, reduce the corner radius to encourage slower turning speeds, and more 
clearly square off the intersection opposite River Ave. 

• Include continental-style 2 ft stripe/2 ft gap crosswalks across Douglas Ave at Branch Ave, at O’Neil 
St/River Ave, and across Admiral St at the eastern approach to Douglas Ave. 

 

Parking Removal 

Block-by-block parking counts are included on the following page. The two areas where the extended 
bike lane alternative requires the removal of more than 50% of on-street parking are between Orms and 
Wayne streets (19 spaces) and between Vale and Camden streets (25 spaces). Between Vale and 
Camden streets, 100% (22 of 22) of properties have off-street parking, including a private lot at the 
corner of Douglas Ave and Chad Brown St that contains approximately 23 parking spaces. Between Orms 
and Wayne streets, 92% (12 of 13) properties have off-street parking. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Alex Ellis. 

 



From To SW side NE side SW side NE side
Orms Goddard 0 3 0 0 100%  (3 spaces)
Goddard Lydia 0 5 0 0 100%  (5 spaces)
Lydia Bernon 0 5 0 0 100%  (5 spaces)
Bernon Wayne 0 6 0 0 100%  (6 spaces)
Wayne Chalkstone 0 0 0 0 0%  (0 spaces)
Chalkstone Whipple 12 13 0 13 48%  (12 spaces)
Whipple Crimea 2 0 2 0 0%  (0 spaces)
Crimea Fillmore 3 0 3 0 0%  (0 spaces)
Fillmore Candace 5 6 5 6 0%  (0 spaces)
Candace Mansfield 0 2 0 2 0%  (0 spaces)
Mansfield Vale 20 19 20 19 0%  (0 spaces)
Vale Chad Brown 4 13 0 0 100%  (17 spaces)
Chad Brown Pumgansett 6 5 0 0 100%  (11 spaces)
Pumgansett Suffolk 7 5 0 0 100%  (12 spaces)
Suffolk Camden 2 2 0 0 100%  (4 spaces)
Camden Eaton 0 0 0 0 0%  (0 spaces)

From To Length (ft)
Orms Goddard 248
Goddard Lydia 197
Lydia Bernon 124
Bernon Wayne 268
Wayne Chalkstone 181
Chalkstone Whipple 406
Whipple Crimea 93
Crimea Fillmore 151

Fillmore Candace 262

Candace Mansfield 69
Mansfield Vale 570
Vale Chad Brown 331

Chad Brown Pumgansett 278

Pumgansett Suffolk 229
Suffolk Camden 117
Camden Eaton 98

cemetery
cemetery

liquor store, bus stop, convenience store (both businesses own 
adjacent off-street lots)

Via Via café (adjacent off-street lot)
bus stop, police substation

on ramp turn lane, "The Corner Plaza" exit, autobody
Ladder 133, Taco Bell, bus stop

gas station, bus stop

Brooklyn Coffee & Tea House, Times2 Academy (down Fillmore)

Smith Hill CDC buildings

% Removal

Block includes
Bus stop, synagogue

bus stop

Totals: 145 70

Existing spaces Proposed spaces
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JOB SPECIFIC LEGEND:

TYPICAL SIGN DESIGNATION SYMBOL

GENERAL NOTES - SIGNS:

GENERAL NOTES - PAVEMENT MARKINGS:
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