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City of Providence, RI

Record No: ZBR-

26-17 275 Elmwood Ave

Primary Location

ZBR-26-17

May 20, 2026

Applicant
Ryan Rodrigues

Providence, Rl 02907

Zoning Board of Review

Application Owner

Status: Active

Submitted On: 5/6/2026

Owners and Applicants Information

Who is Submitting this Application?*
Other

Owners Name*

Providence Public Library/Knight
Memorial Library

Owner Email*

Name of Applicant, if different than owner

Jack Martin

Applicant Email, if different than owner

Attorney Name

Attorney Email

https://providenceri.workflow.opengov.com/#/explore/records/409997/form

Knight Memorial Library

Name and Professional Title of Person Submitting
the Application*

Kevin Fox, General Contractor

Owner Mailing Address*

Owner Phone*

Applicant Mailing Address, if different than owner

Applicant Phone, if different than owner

Attorney Mailing Address

Attorney Phone
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Subject Property Information

Address of Subject Property*

275 Elmwood Avenue

Lot(s)*

403

Proposed Zoning Use of the Property*

Cultural Facility

Base Zoning District 2 (if applicable)

C-2 General Commercial District

Overlay Zoning District 2 (if applicable)

Date Owner Purchased the Property*
03/17/1917

Are there outstanding violations concerning the
Property under the City of Providence Zoning
Ordinance?*

No

https://providenceri.workflow.opengov.com/#/explore/records/409997/form

ZBR-26-17

Plat*

44

Existing Zoning Use of the Property*

Cultural Facility

Base Zoning District*

C-2 General Commercial District

Overlay Zoning District (if applicable)

HD Historic District Overlay District

Overlay Zoning District 3 (if applicable)

Start Date of Lessee's Occupancy

Are there outstanding violations concerning the
Property under the Rl State Building or Property
Maintenance Code(s)?*

No
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Appendix A: Application for Variance(s)

1. What is the specific hardship from which the applicant seeks relief?*

To build 3 pavillions in the front lawn area

2. Specify all unique characteristics of the land or structure that cause the hardship:*

Gazebos are not allowed in the front yard area. They are placed in the front

yard as the front yard has more space to hold them, whereas the back yard

area is taken up by parking and is near residential homes. Being in the front

would attract passerby to stop and interact with the space, and possibly

using the library.

3 (a) Is the hardship caused by an economic
disability ?*

No

3 (c) If the response to subsection (b) is “yes,” is the
physical disability covered by the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et
seq.?*

No

3 (b) Is the hardship caused by a physical disability?*
No

4. Did the owner/applicant take any prior action with
respect to the Property that resulted in the need for
the variance requested? (Examples include, but are
not limited to, any changes the owner/applicant
made to the structure(s), lot lines, or land, or
changes in use of the Property)?*

No

5. If you are seeking a USE VARIANCE, set forth all facts that demonstrate that the Property cannot have any
beneficial use if you are required to use it in a manner allowed in the zoning district:*

N/A

https://providenceri.workflow.opengov.com/#/explore/records/409997/form
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6. If you are seeking a DIMENSIONAL VARIANCE, set forth all facts that indicate that if the variance is not
granted, the hardship the owner/applicant will suffer is more than a mere inconvenience:*

ARPA funds are being used on this job. If we cannot get this completed before
then, funds dissapear and we cannot put these in.

https://providenceri.workflow.opengov.com/#/explore/records/409997/form
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