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Honorable Mayor Jorge O. Elorza
City Of Providence
Providence City Hall
25 Dorrance Street
Providence, R.I. 02903

Dear Mayor Elorza,

I would like to sincerely thank you for the opportunity to lead the Providence Recreation Department 
over the past four years. During this period of time, the Department has experienced growth never seen 
before at any time during its rich history! I am very proud of the hard work that our staff has done to 
raise the bar of expectations while understanding that even more is expected moving forward.

Your commitment to the Recreation Department, along with your ongoing passion to attend as many 
events as possible, has served as a motivational tool not only for staff but also for the many families 
that are involved in our programs that witness your unwavering support. Again, this was not common 
for any previous Mayor but is welcomed with open arms.

I would like to express how proud I am to serve as your Director, as I believe the enclosed report will 
paint an even brighter picture of the Department of Recreation.  Therefore, it is my pleasure to present 
you with our 2018-2019 Providence Recreation Annual Report. This report will demonstrate the vast 
variety of activities that Recreation has facilitated over the past year.

We hope when reading and exploring this report that it will bring a smile to your face along with a 
sense of pride on what we have accomplished together over a short period of time. I look forward to 
building on our accomplishments in 2019-2020, and to continuing our success and achievements as 
your Director of Recreation.

Thank you again for this tremendous opportunity!

Respectfully Submitted,

Michael Stephens
Director of Recreation
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OUR DEPARTMENT
Who we are. What we do.
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DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION
ORGANIZATONAL CHART
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ORGANIZATONAL CHART
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602 RECREATIONAL CENTERS
ORGANIZATONAL CHART
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PROVIDENCE RECREATION
FACT/BULLET SHEET

FALL PROGRAMS INCLUDED:

 11 Full Time Recreation Centers
 5 Summer Seasonal Municipal Pools plus 1 year round facility
 12 Summer Seasonal Water Parks
 10 Summer Day Camps, 8 Sports Camps, Track, Flag Football, Volleyball, Basketball, Soccer, Tennis, Cheerleading, Wrestling 
 5 Summer Specialty Camps – Music/Dance, Nature, Art, Golf, Biking and Sailing
 3 Summer High School Basketball Leagues – Boys & Girls Varsity, Boys Junior Varsity
 5 Summer Midnight Adult Basketball Leagues capped by Championship Day at the Dunkin Donuts Center
 Issued 80-100 Athletic Field Permits for organizations youth & adult to participate in sports or special events
 10-12 Neighborhood Summer Cookouts sponsored at various sites around the city

 Recreation Nutritious Meal Program – Year round
 Providence College Partnership/Junior Friar Program - Recreation Center children attend various collegiate events
 2nd Annual Recreation 10 Pin Bowling Program in the Fall at Lang’s Bowlarama
 Mayor’s Cup Annual Little League Baseball Tournament in August
 3rd Mayor’s Cup Adult Softball and Soccer Tournaments in September/October
 Working Partnerships with Youth Football Programs and Little Leagues
 Seasonal Special Events during Halloween, Thanksgiving Christmas and Easter
 6th Annual Angel Tree Gift giveaway program & distribution of free turkeys to all families throughout Recreation Centers
 Working relationship with Partnership for Providence Parks and the various programs offered yearly.
 Walking Recreation Van playground programs at various sites around the city with networking agency PlayCorps
 Offer various staff trainings and professional development during the course of the year
 After School Homework and Computer Class Opportunities
 6 Winter Youth Basketball Leagues with over 600+ participants capped off by Championship Day Ceremonies
 2 Winter Biddy Basketball Programs for ages 5-8 at the Kennedy Recreation Center
 Kennedy Recreation before school morning program from 6:30am till the start of school which includes breakfast

• Swim
• Dinner
• Double Dutch
• Homework Help
• Instructional Basketball
• Cheerleading
• Step Team
• Line Dance

• Karate
• Boxing
• Wrestling
• Nature
• Bike
• Art
• Fitness
• Breakdance
• Hip Hop Dance

• Gardening
• Track & Cross Country
• Soccer
• Boys Club
• Girls Club
• Library 
• Music
• Bowling

NOTE: SOME PROGRAMS LISTED TAKE  
PLACE MORE THAN ONE SEASON.
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2018 FALL PROGRAMS

Karate 
Fitness
Art and Nature Class
Dance
Flag Football
Cheerleading
Capoeira
Girls Club
Bowling League
Reading/Story Telling
Open Swim
Dodgeball League
Homework Help
Garden Club
Dinner program
Tennis
Computer Lab
Track and Field
Cross Country Meet
Line Dance
Boxing
Double Dutch program
Walking Rec 
Kennedy Morning Program 
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2018 WINTER PROGRAMS

DECEMBER  PROGRAM

January-march prov. Rec basketball league 
Boys Youth Basketball League
Girls youth basketball league 
Co-ed youth basketball league

Angel Tree
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2018 SPRING PROGRAMS

Beat the Streets Wrestling
Boxing
Line Dance
Meals Program (All Rec Centers)
Cheerleading
Girls Club
Roller Blading at West End
ICL Dance
Pleasant View Swim
Cobra’s Track and Field
Soccer Program
Creative Arts class
Instructional Basketball Skills 5-9 years old
Football for you
Flag Football
Walking Rec 
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2018 SUMMER PROGRAMS

COMMUNITY COOK-OUTS

Museum Camp 
Soccer Camp
Volleyball Camp
Basketball Camp
Cheerleading Camp
Flag Football
Track and Field Camp
Tennis Camp
Baseball/Softball Camp 
Bike Camp
Sailing Camp
Golf Camp
High School Boys & Girls Basketball
Davey Lopes Camp
Vincent Brown Camp
Sackett Camp
Rogers Day Camp
Joslin Day Camp
John Rollins Camp
Zuccolo Day Camp
Neutaconkanut  Day Camp
Batasitini Day Camp
West End Day Camp
We Got Next Youth Basketball
Women’s Basketball League
Midnight Basketball League

WEST END 
JOSLIN
JOHN ROLLINS
DAVEY LOPES
SACKETT
MAIN OFFICE

Swim Lessons
Open Swim Davey Lopes
Open Swim Zuccolo
Open Swim Neut
Open Swim Rogers
Open Swim West End
Swim Meet
Water Park General St 
Water Park Fargnoli
Water Park George J West
Water Park Chad Brown
Water Park Billy Taylor
Water Park Fox Point
Water Park Harriet & Sayles
Water Park Richardson
Water Park Neutaconkanut Hill
Water Park Zuccolo
Water Park Sackett St
Water Park Wallace
Water Park Riverside waterslide 
Mayors Cup Tournament
Creative Kids Camp
Nature Camp
JV Basketball League
Summer Reading Program
Camp Fun Day

VINCENT BROWN/BILLY TAYLOR 
ZUCCOLO
KENNEDY
NEUTACONKANUT HILL
ROGERS
BATASTINI
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RECREATION VEHICLE FLEET
2018 Chevy Express 15 passenger van – 5720 – Sackett
2018 Chevy Express 15 passenger van - 5721 – Joslin
2018 Chevy Express 15 passenger van - 5722 – Batastini
2015 Chevy Express 15 passenger van – 2032 – Main Office
2015 Chevy Utility Mini van – 2031- Main Office
2006 Ford Econoline 350 15 passenger vans (2)
a. 2479 – Bucklin |  b. 2481 – Davey Lopes

2002 Ford Econoline 350 15 passenger vans (2)
c. 1538 – John Rollins | d. 1539 – Rogers

2000 Chevy Express 15 passenger vans (4)
e. 1211 – Main Office | f. 1024 – Zuccolo | g. 1028 – Vincent Brown | h.	1023 – Main Office

1999 Chevy Express 15 passenger vans (2)
i. 677 – Neutaconkanut   

2006 Jeep Grand Cherokee – City 66 – Director’s use, on loan. (Total Number in Fleet – 15 vehicles)
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RECREATIONAL CENTERS
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RECREATION CENTERS

438 Hope St. Providence RI 20906
Director: Tom Spann

tspann@providenceri.gov
Phone: 401-680-7362 Ext. 7363

17 Hyatt St. Providence, RI 02909
Director: Elmer Stanley

estanley@providenceri.gov
Phone: 401-680-7354 Ext.7355

674 Praire Ave. Providence, RI 02905
Director: Cedric Huntley

chuntley@providenceri.gov
Phone: 401-680-7352 Ext. 7353

675 Plainfield St. Providence, RI 02909
Director: Ray Tessaglia

rtessaglia@providenceri.gov
Phone: 401-680-7356 Ext.7357

60 Camden Ave., Providence RI 02908
Director: Sean Holley

sholley@providenceri.gov
Phone: 401-680-7358 Ext. 7359

109 Bucklin St. Providence, RI 02907
Director: Lynn Johnson

ljohnson@providenceri.gov
Phone: 401-680-7364 Ext.7365

227 Dudley St. Providence, RI 02907
Phone: 401-680-7350 Ext. 7351

159 Sackett St. Providence, RI 02907
Director: Michael Shepard

mshepard@providenceri.gov
Phone: 401-680-7360 Ext.7361

18 Gesler St. Providence, RI 02909
Director: Jackie Poulios

jpoulios@providenceri.gov
Phone: 401-680-7366 Ext.7367

195 Nelson St. Providence, RI 02908
Director: Michael Holland

mholland@providenceri.gov
Phone: 401-226-6882

50 Obediah Brown Rd. Providence, RI 02909
Director: Michael Reed

mreed@providenceri.gov
Phone: 401-919-2822

11 West Dr. Providence, RI 02909
Phone: 401-919-2822

Fax: 401-455-8860

VINCENT BROWN JOSLIN

JOHN H. ROLLINS NEUTACONKANUT

ROGERS WEST END

DAVEY LOPES SACKETT

ZUCCOLO KENNEDY

ARMAND E. BATASTINI JR. **** MAIN OFFICE ****
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OUR PROGRAMS
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POOL RULES 
& REQUIREMENTS
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SERVICES TO THE 
COMMUNITY
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MILESTONES & GOALS
& FUTURE NEEDS
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GOALS & FUTURE NEEDS

Each and every season, Recreation continues to evolve in some way while always thinking about the 
residents that we service. Whether it is adding a program never tried before or going to a different 
destination for a field trip, exploring what works in the communities we serve will always be the main  
goal of the Department. 

The Recreation Department understands that not all programs or Special Events will be popular with our 
population which should only serve to motivate our staff to learn from a potential mistake in judgement 
and spring forward to try and facilitate another activity that the Department can be proud to facilitate. 
Exploring what our neighbors offer in different states by reaching out to our partners while gaining 
knowledge to use first hand in our Recreation Center system. Never settling on today knowing the future 
holds so many more opportunities to flourish! 

With an aggressive approach toward future programs, the Recreation Centers infrastructure must see an 
overall plan to support the necessary upgrades to facilities that have been needed for many years. The 
brick and mortar repairs and upgrades will serve as a spring board to future growth. Monies have been 
allocated for numerous projects at our facilities to add to the many that have been completed in the last 
year. We look forward to add future projects to bring our facilities back to a level we can all be proud of 
while continuing our aggressive expansion of programming. 
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POTENTIAL UPGRADES
FOR THE POOLS

Permanent Sun Shade umbrellas with bright color canvases – very expensive but practical

Purchase additional stackable chairs to compliment the lounge chairs.

Purchase additional resin lifeguard chairs

Find out where the picnic tables we purchased are located 

Add portable umbrellas around all the pool decks

Add Welcome banners to all the entrances of the facilities

Consider adding soft music to the deck areas during operation hours

Institute the use of the new basketball hopes for full use

Soften pool rules for further participation

Mandate all workers wear staff shirts at all times

Discuss possibly having a Friday afternoon cookout at each pool during the seven weeks

Hold weekly swim meets for each pool during seven week season

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.
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