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A Guide to Rodent Prevention in Community Gardens 
 

Community gardens are an increasingly popular way to grow sustainable, 

local, fresh produce. Community gardens also provide a unique environment 

for people of all ages to participate in hands-on learning about growing food 

- an activity that has parallels in life lessons such as patience, responsibility 

and the rewards of hard work.  

 

An important aspect of a safe garden is effective rodent control. Rodents can 

occasionally be an issue in community gardens. Rodents need three things to 

live: food, water and shelter. An improperly maintained garden provides all 

of these elements, making it an attractive environment for rodents to make 

home. Improperly constructed or maintained garden plots are the primary 

cause of rodents in community gardens.  

 

In general, rodent problems can be minimized by:  

• Properly maintaining compost  

• Harvesting foods promptly  

• Eliminating excess foliage that can provide harborage (a place for rodents 

to live) 

• Choose your compost container wisely (The Earth Machine compost unit is 

very popular in gardens). Rodents are very good burrowers so they can 

easily get into unprotected compost piles. Your compost MUST be protected 

from rodents, meaning that no gap in your container should be any larger 

than a dime. 

 

If you choose to build your own compost container, 1/4 inch steel hardware 

cloth is a durable and economical option to keep rodents out. Remember, it’s 

much easier to prevent a problem than to deal with an existing infestation! 

 

By following these guidelines, you can do your part to actively prevent a 

rodent problem in your community garden! 
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