
 

INSTALLATION GUIDELINES FOR ONE & TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS 
The installation requirements of smoke and carbon monoxide alarms are specific to the year a 
house was built. For more information, refer to the Rhode Island Fire Safety Code. 

 
Homes built in 1976 or prior: 

• Smoke alarms shall be installed outside sleeping areas and on each level (including 
basements) 

• Carbon monoxide alarms shall be installed outside sleeping areas 

• Devices may be battery operated and are not required to be interconnected 

• Devices may be combination smoke and carbon monoxide units 

 
Homes built on January 1, 1977 through December 21, 2001: 

• Smoke alarms shall be installed outside sleeping areas and on each level (including 
basements) 

• Carbon monoxide alarms shall be installed outside sleeping areas 

• Smoke alarms shall be hard-wired with battery back-up and interconnected 

• CO detectors may be battery operated and are not required to be interconnected 

• Devices may be combination smoke and carbon monoxide units 

 
Homes built on January 1, 2002 through February 19, 2004: 

• Smoke alarms shall be installed outside sleeping areas and on each level (including 
basements) 

• Carbon monoxide alarms shall be installed outside sleeping areas 

• Devices shall be hard-wired with battery back-up and interconnected  
 (unless they are 10-year sealed battery w/ wireless interconnection KIDDE 4010) 

• Devices may be combination smoke and carbon monoxide units 
 

Homes built on February 20, 2004 through December 31, 2012: 

• Smoke alarms shall be installed inside each bedroom and on each level (including 
basements) 

• Carbon monoxide alarms shall be installed outside sleeping areas and on each level 
(including basements) 

• Devices shall be hard-wired with battery back-up and interconnected 
 (unless they are 10-year sealed battery w/ wireless interconnection KIDDE 4010) 

• Devices may be combination smoke and carbon monoxide units 

 
Homes built on January 1, 2013 to present: 



 
• Smoke alarms shall be installed in all sleeping rooms, outside all sleeping areas and on 

each level (including basements) 

• Carbon monoxide alarms shall be installed outside sleeping areas and on each level 
(including basements) 

• Devices shall be hard-wired with battery back-up and interconnected  
 (unless they are 10-year sealed battery w/ wireless interconnection KIDDE 4010) 

• Devices may be combination smoke and carbon monoxide units 
 
 
INSTALLATION GUIDELINES FOR THREE-FAMILY DWELLINGS 

 

• Smoke alarms shall be installed inside all sleeping rooms, outside all sleeping areas and 
on each level (including basements) 

• Smoke alarms shall also be located on each floor landing of common stairways, in 
common corridors and common basements (unless equipped with automatic sprinkler 
system) 

• Carbon monoxide alarms shall be installed outside sleeping areas and on each level 
(including basements, excluding attics) IF dwelling unit contains fuel-burning appliances, 
fireplaces or attached garage. 

• Devices shall be hard-wired with battery back-up and interconnected. Dwelling areas 
and common areas will not be interconnected with one another 

 (unless they are 10-year sealed battery w/ wireless interconnection KIDDE 4010) 

• Devices may be combination smoke and carbon monoxide units 
 
 

A local, supervised fire alarm system shall be permitted in place of smoke alarms. Each system 
shall be installed as per code. 



 

INSTALLATION GUIDELINES FOR APARTMENTS, TOWNHOUSES 
AND CONDOMINIUMS 

• Each dwelling unit shall comply with the applicable requirements of one and two-family 
dwellings 

• Every building having between four and seven units shall be required to have a local fire 
alarm system 

• Every building having more than seven units shall be required to have a municipally 
connected fire alarm system. 

 
Exception: 

 

• Buildings that have units with suitable fire resistance separation may be exempt from fire 
alarm system requirements. 

• Buildings that have central heating plants that do not transfer heat via ductwork, and that 
have suitable separation from the rest of the building, and where dwelling units do not 
have any other fuel burning appliances, fireplaces or attached or integral garages, may be 
exempt from carbon monoxide requirements. 

PLACEMENT OF SMOKE AND CARBON MONOXIDE ALARMS 
 

• Ceiling mounted: At least 4 inches from any adjoining wall surface. 
Wall mounted: Between 4 and 12 inches from the ceiling. 
Peaked or sloped ceilings: Within 36 inches of the peak or high side of the slope, but 

no closer than 4 inches vertically or from an adjoining wall 
surface. 

 
• Devices shall not be installed within 36 inches of heating or cooling registers, the tip of a 

ceiling paddle fan, a kitchen door or a bathroom door containing a tub or shower. 
 

• Devices within a 20-foot horizontal path of a cooking appliance shall be equipped with an 
alarm-silencing means or be of the photo-electric type. 

 

• Where stairs lead to other occupied levels, a smoke alarm or smoke detector shall be 
located so that smoke rising in the stairway cannot be pre-vented from reaching the 
smoke alarm or smoke detector by an intervening door or obstruction. 

 
• For stairways leading up from a basement smoke alarms or smoke detectors shall be 

located on the basement ceiling within 2 feet of the entry to the stairs. 
 

• Smoke alarms should be placed near the first bedroom door in a hallway closest to the 
living area. 

 
• All devices shall be installed per manufacturer’s recommendation
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