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 AGENDA ITEM 3 ▪ DOWNTOWN PARKING STRUCTURES  

PETITIONER: Chapel Parking LLC RECOMMENDATION: Recommend approval of the proposed 

amendment 

 

 CASE NO./ 

PROJECT TYPE: 

CPC Referral 3521 

Downtown Parking Structures 

 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Amendment of zoning ordinance to 

allow for surface parking lots where 

parking structures are deemed 

unsafe 

PROJECT PLANNER: Choyon Manjrekar 

OVERVIEW 

Discussion 

The petitioner is requesting to amend Section 1907 E.2.e of the zoning ordinance pertaining to emergency 

demolition of downtown structures. The petitioner is requesting that the ordinance be amended to include 

language pertaining to demolition of parking structures. The amendment would allow the footprint of      

parking structures that are found eligible for demolition by the Director of Inspection and Standards, to be 

used as parking lots, which are prohibited Downtown. The use would be considered nonconforming and    

developed in accordance with the ordinance’s regulations for design of parking lots.   

The DPD would prefer that vacant sites be developed instead of used as parking lots, which are prohibited by 

the ordinance and discouraged by the comprehensive plan. However, in cases where parking structures are 

found to be structurally deficient and require demolition, it would not be unreasonable to use the footprint 

for parking in the interim. As the use would be similar to that of a parking structure, a negative effect on the 

surroundings and neighboring property is not expected.      

It is the DPD’s opinion that allowing for an interim parking lot use would provide property owners with         

sufficient time to explore opportunities and develop plans for the lots.  

 

Recommendation 

Based on the foregoing discussion, the DPD recommends that the CPC make a positive recommendation to 

the City Council to approve the proposed change. 
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