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PROJECT REVIEW

1. CASE 23.026, 300 WEST EXCHANGE STREET, George S. Smith Engraving Company, 1900 (PLD-ICBD)
(see attached ICBS form)
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Applicant/Owner: Omni Combined W.E., LLC, PO Box 856, E. Greenwich, Rl 02818
Architect: Matthew McGeorge, McGeorge Architecture Interiors, LLC, 18 Fifth Ave, E. Greenwich, RI 02818

Proposal: The scope of work proposed consists of Major Alterations and includes:
¢ the construction of an approx. 4,300 sq. ft. addition to the third story.

Issues: The following issues are relevant to this application:

e Asthe Commission is aware the ICBD was established to preserve buildings from being demolished and to guide
development/reuse of these structures. 300 West Exchange Street is a good example of this policy coming to
fruition. The building is being rehabilitated into much needed housing, with a measured approach to expanding the
volume of the building so that the project is financially feasible. While making an obvious impact on the resource, it
is being done in a way that clearly delineates the old from new in a way that is appropriate to the resource and the
district; and,

e Plans and photos have been submitted.

Recommendations: The staff recommends the PHDC make the following findings of fact:

a) 300 West Exchange Street is a structure of historical and architectural significance that contributes to the
significance of the Providence Landmarks District — Industrial & Commercial Buildings local historic district as the
buildings may be potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places;

b) The application for Major Alterations is considered complete; and,

c) The work as proposed is in accord with PHDC Standard 8 as follows: as the proposed alterations are appropriate
having determined that the proposed construction is architecturally and historically compatible with the property
and district having an appropriate size, scale and form that while having an effect on the property or district, will not
diminish the historic character or significance of the property.

Staff recommends a motion be made stating that: The application is considered complete. 300 West Exchange Street
is a structure of historical and architectural significance that contributes to the significance of the Providence
Landmarks District — Industrial & Commercial Buildings local historic district as the buildings may be potentially
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The Commission grants Final Approval of the proposal as
submitted having determined that the proposed alterations are appropriate as the proposed alterations are
architecturally and historically compatible with the property and district having an appropriate size, scale and form
that will not have an adverse effect on the property or district, citing and agreeing to the recommendations in the
staff report, with a sub-committee or staff to review any additional required details.

H:\HDC.Master\HDC Yearly Documentation\HDC.2023\Meeting Docs.2023\Staff Reports\sr03-27-23.doc



Providence Industrial Sites and Comymercial Buildings Survey
Providenee Preservation Society
2001-2002
Final Report
George S, Smith Engraving
300 West Hxchange Street
ca, 1893

It is a two-story, flat-roof, brick structure with a raised basement illuminated by square, 1/1
windows with stone lintels and sills. Ornamental brick work is confined to a tapering cornice and
the building is further embellished with granite im and several segmental-arch window
openings. An offset pedestrian entrance is located on the Brayton Street elevation, within a
recessed opening topped by a granite lintel. Secondary entrances are locaied on the rear
elevation, reached by a flight of concrete steps with a simple railing. Fenestvation is comprised of
rectangular openings with replacement 1/1 sash windows in bands of three on the West
Exchange Street elevation.

The building housed George Smith Engraving Company, a printing firm. It was first noted in a
business directory at West Exchange and Brayton in 1893, The building appears on the 1908
Providence City Atlas. The first floor was originally utilized for engraving and the second floor
was originaily utilized for printing. The company was incorporated in Rhode Island in 1911. No
drastic changes have been made to the exterior of the building even though it was utilized by a
variety of businesses. Hilton-Davis Clerical Company occupied the building from 1955 to
around 1965; Faco Metal Products was housed at that location from 1970 to 1985. Napier
Jewelry Company utilized the building around the year 1990. The structure has been renovated
and now serves as office space for Durkee, Brown, Vivieros, & Werenfels Architects and other
firms.
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George S, Smith Engraving

Assessor’s Map
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