MAYOR BRETT P. SMILEY

December 7, 2023

Honorable Rachel Miller
Providence City Hall

25 Dorrance Street
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Council President Miller,

| am pleased to present this 2022-2023 Annual Report of the Providence Historic District Commission,
covering the period from October 1, 2022 through September 30, 2023. The Annual Report is mandated by
the Certified Local Government Program administered by the Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage
Commission and the National Park Service.

This report represents the Commission’s activities in Providence’s eight local historic districts, of which there
are more than 2,600 properties listed. During 2021-2022, the Planning Department received 149 applications
for Certificates of Appropriateness. The Commission reviewed 49 applications, with 100 applications
reviewed and approved by the Commission’s professional staff-person, demonstrating the Commission’s
timely and efficient review process. 6.8% of Providence’s land area falis within a local historic district. The
PLD by itself covers 2.9% of the City. From late September 2013 until today, property-owners have spent
$324,183,413 on building permit work in Providence’s local histaric districts. In the same span, property-
owners have spent $2,462,367,830 in the City as a whole. Local historic districts have accounted for 13%
of spending in 7% of the land area during this time.

The Department of Planning and Development proudly supports the Historic District Commission’s role in
protecting Providence’s historic resources, while ensuring that historic preservation plays a significant role in
the City planning process.

Sincerely,

JIM/im

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
JOSEPH A. DOORLEY JR. MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 444 WESTMINSTER ST, PROVIDENCE RI 02903
PHONE 401.680.8400 | WWW.PROVIDENCERI.GOV/PLANNING



Rev. 2022

Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission
Certified Local Government Annual Repoyt Form

Reporting Perlod: ! Oclober 1, 2022 - Seplomber 30, 2023 Town/Clty of: ]Providence
Name of Contact Person; l Jason Martin, Preservation Plannar Address: l Dapl, of Plarnlig & Devatopmanl, 444 Westminsler 81, Sle 3A, Providence, R 02603
Phone Number: | 401.680.8517 Email Address: | Imarin@providencarl.gov

CRITERION fi1: Local Governments must enforee local leglslation for the designation and protection of historle prapertles.

1. Was the HDC's enabling leglslation amended?

O Yes

® wo

If YES, ATTACH a copy of the amendment,

2. Waera pracedural or desigh guldelines developed or
amended?

O Yes

@ No | if YES, ATTACH a copy of new or amended guldelines.

3. What are the eurrant deslgn standards In S&G Armory, Broadway, College Hill, North Elmwood, PLD - Resldential,
use by the HDCY (Name document{s] If Power-Cooke, South Elmwood & Stlmson Avenue; S&G PLD - Indusfrial &
applicable.) Commerclal Bulldings Dislrict; appllcable.) PHDC Rudes & Regulations

Type of Project it Approved ! Denled il Pending # Appealed
4, Use this chart to summarlze the types Alteratlons
of applications reviewed this year: Demolitions Sae Mtached

New Construction

Relocatlons

5. Were any of the projects |isted I the chart above glven automatic
approval through expiration of the time limit for review? O Yes

® o

6. Were any petltions approved which did not conform to the
Secratary of the Interior’s Standards or other approved local

standards?

O Yes

® o

i YES, ATTACH an explenation of how
the case was reviewad and why an
exception was permitted

7. Were any districts enlarged?

O Yes

@No

1 YES, ATTACH a copy of the revised
district map and Indicate how many
historfe propertles were added.

8, Were any new Histotle Districts added?

O Yes

® o

If YES, ATTACH a copy of the district
map(s}.

8. Were any new properties designated?

O Yes

O o

If YES, ATTACH a list of the properties

CRITERION #2: Local Governments must have estahiished an adeguate and gualified Historlc District Commisston, 0 "7

and addresses,

1. Commission Membership: List Commission members, dates of appointment and expiration, and, as applicable, their qualifications in

a preservation-related field:

Name Date Appolnted | Date Term Ends | Professional Disclpline E-mall Address
Michieel Merlno, Regular Membar, Chatman Bf2020 8/2023 Lawyer mimarino@grsim.com
Eddvzard Sandexson, Reguiar Member, Vice Chalman 92022 82025 Preservationist edsanderson625@gmail.com
Clark Schoettle, Regular Merrbes, Dep. Viva Chalmman 8/2020 8/2023 Preservallonist c.schostlie@cox.net
Cornalis do Boar, AlA, Regular Member 9/2020 8/2023 Architest haynes,dehoar@verlzon,net
Ramiro Encizo, Allarnale Member 8/2020 812023 Realtor renclzo@resldentlalproperiies.com
Glen Fontecchlo, R.A., Ragular Member 82024 92024 Architaat dglen@gfontecchlo.com
Neal KKaplan, Regular Member 82022 8/2025 General Confractor healastate@cox.net
Catherine Lund, D.V.M., Regular Member 9/2021 912024 Vetsrinarlan Info@cily-kitty.com

Tina Regan, Regular Member 812022 ‘ 9/2025 Preservallonist ralnymarn@msn.com
Vistoria Wilson-Bames, Regular Memsber 9/2021 92024 Architssot viclhprov@aol.com
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Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission
Certified Local Government Annual Report Form

Rev, 2022

2, Maetings Held and Attendance: Indicate total number of meetings held and complete attendance chart for each commissioner,

Check hox for all months in
which a meeting was held:

[

L]

][]

[ ]

L]

Cct,

Commissloner Name 2001

Nov,
2021

Jun,
2022

Apr.
2022

May
2022

Aug,
2022

Sept.
2022

See attached

I

iﬁ

L1

Notes:

8. State l[aw requires that HDC meeting minutes ave flled with the Secretary of State’s Office within 35 days of a

meeting. Are all meeting minutes for the reporting period posted online on the Sacretary of State's website?

@ Yas

4. Total number of vacancles during the year; |2

5. Was each vacancy filled within 90 days?

O Yes

4, Were vacancles {illed by professionals who meet the Professional Qualification Standards in 36 CFR 617

O Yes

C®O

5, If vacancles were not filled within 90
days or were not fillad by professionals
meeting the Professional Quallfication
Standards, please provide an explanation
hare;

Two Cily Councit positions are vacant and have nol bean filled.

6, Describe any ralevant trainings,
conferences, workshops, or RIHPHC-
sponsored tralnlngs/events attended by
commission members or staff. Include
the name of the event and the name(s)
of the member(s} who attended.

If you have suggestions for toples for
future HDC training to be offered by
RIHPHC, please list/describe suggestions
here as well,

Some informational meetings, trainings, confarences, or workshaps related to historic
presarvailon were attended by members and siaff, Some have attended virtual conferences
and trainings, Inciuding {he State Historic Conference and the Natlonal Trust Gonfarence,

CRITERION H3: Local Governments must malntain a system for the survey and Inventory of historle properties,

1, Has any survey worlt heen
completad?

O Yes

Na

2. [f yes, how many properties have been
surveyed?

8, Has the RIHPHC had an opportunity
to participate In the work?

O Yes

O o

4, Was the survey work recorded
an RIHPHC forms?

O Yes

O o

5. bid the RIHPHC recelve duplicate forms, maps, and photographs within sixty days of completion?

O Yes

O o
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Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission
Certified Local Govermment Annual Report Form

CRITERION #4: Local Governiments must satisfactorlly perform the responsibilities delegated to them undet the Natlonai Historie
Preservation Act, ’

1, Did you evaluate the Natlonal @ O 2, Did you prapare any Nationai
Register eliglhility of any properties? Yes No | Register forms? O Yas @ No
3, bid you review and comment on any National Register nominations sent to you by the RIHPHC? O v o N
es [#]
21-CLG-8 Diversifying tha Guide io Providence Architecture was closed. 23-CL.G-05
4, List any grants-In-ald projects Neutaconkanut Hill National Register Nominatlon was awarded and has begun. This grantis a
completed or currently In progress. "pass-through” and is being adminlstersed by the sub-grantee, the Neutaconkanu{ Hill Conservancy.

Briefly describe the status;

CRITERION #S Locai Governments must provide for adequate participation in local historic preservation programs, Inciudlng the
process of recatnmending propertles for the National Reglster,

1, Are all records including meetlng @ O 2. Are notlces of publlc meetings publlshed
minutes publicly accassible? Yes No | or posted in advance? @ Yes O No

Comiments on Natlonal Reglster Nomlnations are scheduled on regular public meeling agendas
3. Brlefly describe how the publicls | and noticed on the Secretary of Slate's and the Gity's wabsites, and posted in the Clty Clerk's
glven opportunity to comment on office and in the lobby of 444 Wasiminster Strest,

National Reglster nominations;

" NARRATIVE:

1. Provide a brief narrative of the HDC's notabie actlvities or accomplishments for FFY 2022,

« Providence has slght Local Historic Distrlets, contalning a total of approximataly 2,600 propetties,

+ This CLG years the Commission and Ita staff have reviewed 158 appllcations {55 by the Commission, 107 by Staff),

+ Meetings are a "hybrid" with the Commisslon Members and staff baing present (Member Regan was granted a walver by the Rl Governor's
Commission on Disabilities to attend mestings remotely, and coniinues to do so). Applicants and the public have the option to be physically
present or to participate via Zoom. Staff reports and related materials for agenda items are avallable on the Commission's websile, There is
alse an archive of past meeting's maltetilals.

+ Cerlifled Local Government funding: 21-CLG-5 Survey of Neutaconkanut HWI Park Survey and National Register Evaluation & 21-CLG-8
Divarsifying the Guide to Providence Architectute, Both grants are "pass-throughs” and bsing adiministered by the sub-grantees,
Neutaconkanut Hill Conservancy and the Providence Presarvatlon Soclety, respectively, 21-CLG-5 has been finalized, 21-CLG-8 is ongoing.
* The Planning Department has hesn warking with the Stats of Ri Diviston of Capifal Asset Managemenl & Mainlenance In the adapilve reuse
of the Cranston Street Armory, As the Director's representative, the Preservation Planner slls on the Armory Steering Committee and the
Technical Review Commities,

+ In the past CLG year the Clty's Preservation Planner has condusted 144 environmental reviews In coordination with a Memorandum of
Agreament with the RI Hisforical Presarvation and Herllage Commission, allowing for Federally funded projects to be efficlently reviewed and
approved,

+ The City's Preservalion Planner has coordinated multipie projects at Cliy-owned properiles with the Rl Historical Preservation and Herilage
Commlasion, particularly with the Parks Department, primarily In Roger Williams Park, listed on the Natlonal Register of Historle Places.

* The Planning Depariment continues to work on adding protections to vulnarable properites within the Clty. In conjunction with the
Provldence Redavslopment Agency we continue fo explore deslgnating Si. Theresa's Church (265 Manfon Ave), King's Gathedral (1880
Waestminster Street), the Ralph Street School {22 Rye Street) and the Texllle Finishing Machinery Company {80 Sims Slreat) lo the loca]
historlc distriet (PLD-IGBD). An ordinance wouldt need to be relntroduced to City Councll for consideration.
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Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Conunisston
Certified Local Government Annual Report Form

| hereby certify:

i All Historie District Commission meetings have been announced and meet the requirements of the Open Meetings Law,
Title 42, Chapter 46, of the General Laws of the State of Rhade Island.

L Historic District Commisslon Members are In compliance with the Confilct of Interest Law, Title 36, Chapter 14, of the
General Laws of the State of Rhode sland.

1. The Histotic District Cominission meets the requirements for certification In accordance with the CLG Memorandum of
Agreement between the Town/Clty and the Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Herltage Commlssion,

Decamber 5, 2023

Signature of Historic District Chalrian Date

Printed/typed name Ryan Haggerty, Chairman

s [l (2003

Signature of Chief Elected Official Date

Printed/typad name Hon. Breit P, Smiley, Mayor

ATTACHMENTS CHECKLIST _
Check to conflrm required materials are provided electronically with this report:

Attachment A: Sample approval letter to an applicant.

I:] Attachment B: Resumes for any new commission members,

Any additional attachments required per answers on page 1 of this report; e,g. maps of amended districts, lists
of newly designated propertles, etc.
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Providence Historic District Commission

- Jorge O, Elorza
iViayor

December 23, 2022

APPLICANTS/OWNERS
Michael & Jennifer Gazdacko
78 Harrison Sireet
Providence, Rl 02909

RESOLUTION 22-47
Application 22.074

WHEREAS, the applicant, Michael & Jennifer Gazdacko, applled to the Providence Historic

District Commission for a Certificate of Appropriateness for New Construction at 84 Harrlson

Street, Plat 32, Lot 262, and,

WHEREAS, the Commission held a properly noticed Regular Meeting on the matter on
December 19, 2022, with the following members present: Marino, Sanderson, Schoettle,
deBoer, Fontecchio, Lund, Kaplan, Wilson-Barnes; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Glenn Buie, designer/builder, representing the apphcant appeared hefore
the Commission for the scheduled item; and

WHEREAS, the Commission members individually viewed the site which is the subject of the
application; and,

WHEREAS, based upon the evidence presented, the Commission made the following
findings of fact:

1. 84 Harrison Street is currently a vacant lot within the Armory local historic district,
2. The application for New Construction Is considered complete.

3. At the August 22, 2022 meeting the Commission granted conceptual approval {Res 22-
34},

4. The work as proposed consists of New Construction and includes the construction of a
two-family residence,

444 WESTMINSTER STREET, SUITE 3A - PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903 — 401,680,8517 - FAX 401.680.8492
Jmartin@providencerl.gov — www.providencer, gov/planiing




PHDC Resolution 22-47
12/23/2022

5. The alterations are congruous with the structure, its appurtenances, and the
surrounding historic distrlct.

6. The work as submitted s in accord with PHDC Standard 8 as follows: the proposed
construction Is architecturally and historically compatible with the property and district
having an appropriate size, scale and form that will not have an adverse effect on the
property or district,

7. The Commissian accepts and agrees with the findings in the Staff Report.

WHEREAS, based upon the above findings of fact, the Commission determined that the New
Construction as submitted by the Applicant is appropriate. Upon motion made -by Mr,
~Schoettle, seconded by Mr. Fontecchio, the Commisston voted unanimously (8 to 0) to grant
final approval of the proposal as submitted having determined that the alterations are
appropriate as the alterations are architecturally and historically compatible with the property
and district having an appropriate size, scale and form that will not have an adverse effect on
the property or district, citing and accepting the recommendations in the staff report, with staff
to review any additional details. '

NOW, THEREFORE, BE [T RESOLVED that the application for New Construction as described
in the above findings of fact 1S APPROVED. Parties wishing to appeal a decision made by the
PHDC have 20 days from the date of the resolution to file an appeal with the Zoning Board of

' | (MW& WW 0

Michael §. Marino
Chair




PROJECT SUMMARIES - OCTOBER 1, 2022 through SEPTEMBER 30, 2023

Summary of Projects®

Total Applications Reviewed: 149

Applications Reviewed by HDC: 49
{Alterations, Demolition, New
Construction, Relocation)

Applications Reviewed by Staff: 100

(Repairs, Replacements in Kind,
Restorations, Minor Alterations)

Breakdown by Project Type

Project Type Totals Approved Denied Pending® Withdrawn | Appealed
In-House? 100 100 0 0 0 0
Alterations 44 38 3 1 2 0
Demolitions 1 1 0 0 o 0
New Construction 4 4 0 0 0 0
Relocations .0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTALS* 149 143 3 0 2 0

As part of the Memorandum of Agreement with the RIHPHC, the staff reviewed approximately 144 Federally
subsidized projects in the City. A sample approval letter has been attached.

*Some appiications might cover two types (l.e.: repairs & sign). This would account for any discrepancy in the number of applications by type and number
of total applications reviewed. There are no such discrepancles this period. There were five projects of this type during this reparting period.

‘Pending Includes applications that are either incomplete or that are complete and the review is ongoing by either the Commission or Staff.

?* In-House projects include repairs, replacemaent in kind, awnings, signs, storm windows, fences and gates, site improvements, mechanical equipment,
shutters and blinds, roofs and gutter systems, and other minor alterations. All in-house prcjects are reviewed by Staff; no public meeting is required.

https:ffprovidencerigov-my.sharepoint.com/parsonal/martin_providencert_gov/Documents/H/HDC Master/HDC Administration/HDC Asst, Admin/annual Cecerences/Annual
ReportsfAnnual.Report.2023/project sum2023.docx




PROJECT SUMMARIES - OCTOBER 1, 2022 through SEPTEMBER 30, 2023

Breakdown by District

District Totals Approved Denied Pending Withdrawn Appealed
Armory 7 7 0 0 0 0
Armory {expansion) 21 21 0 0 0 0
Broadway 19 19 0 0 0 0
College Hill 71 67 2 1 1 0
North Elmwood 8 7 1 ¢ 0 0
Power-Cooke 6 6 0 0 0 0
PLD®-ICBD 2 2 0 o 0 0
PLD - Residential 4 3 0 0 1 0
South Elmwood 8 8 0 0 0 0
Stimson Avenue 3 3 0 0 0 9]
TOTALS 149 143 3 1 2 0
Total applications compared from October, 1996-September, 2023:
Totals PHDC Reviewed Staff Reviewed
1996-1997 220 64 (0)” [29%)3 156 {0} [71%]
1997-1998 186 53 {0} [28%] 133 {0) [72%]
1598-1999 176 64 (0) [36%)] 112 {0) [64%)]
1999-2000 203 67 (9) [33%] 145 (9) [67%]
2000-2001 191 65 (0) [34%] 126 {0) [66%]
2001-2002 213 58 (0} [27%)] 155 (0) [73%]
2002-2003 181 51 {8) [24%)] 138 (8) [76%]
2003-2004 183 54 {5) [27%] 133 (5) [73%]
2004-2005 204 50 (6) [27%] 148 (6) [73%]
2005-2006 186 37 {7) [20%] 142 (7) [80%)]
2006-2007 197 38 (4} [20%] 153 (4) [80%]
2007-2008 163 28 (3) [20%] 132 (3} [80%)]
2008-2009 135 26 (2) [19%] 109 (2} [81%)]
2009-2010 168 31 (7) [18%] 137 (7} [82%]
2010-2011 148 25 (4) [17%)] 123 (4} [83%]
2011-2012 158 41 (1) [26%] 118 (1} [74%]
2012-2013 149 37 (0) [25%] 112 (0} [75%]
2013-2014 153 31(2) [20%] 124 (2} [80%]
2014-2015 145 29 (2) [20%) 118 (2} [809%]
2015-2016 143 28 (3) [20%]} 115 (3} [80%]
2016-2017 159 43 (3) {27%)} 116 (3} 173%]
2017-2018 152 36 (0} [24%)] 117 (0) [76%]
2018-2019 164 38 (1) [23%] 128 (1) {77%]
2019-2020 144 40 (1) [28%] 104 (1) {72%]
2020-2021 152 45 [30%] 107 [70%]
2021-2022 157 55 [32%] 107 [68%]
2022-2023 149 49 [32%] 100 [68%]
27 year total 4579 1194 [26%)] 3408 [74%)
27 year average 1690 44 [25%] 127 [75%]}

* The Providenca tandmark Distefct (PLD) was created by Ordinance In Dec. 2014. The PLD Is an expansion of the nor-contiguous disteict concept created by the establishment of the Iadustrial & Cemmercial
Bulldings District In 2002, The PLD {s divided into two ciasses: Resldential and Industral & Commercisl Buildings,

2 indicates numbaer of applicatlons which have multiple components that are reviewed by the PHDC and Staff separately [Le.: New Construction (PHOC) & Site Improvements (Staff)}. There were no such
applications this perlod,

3 Raprosents percantage of total applications reviewed by PHOC or Staff.

https://providencerigov-my.shasepoint.com/persona/jmartin_providenceri_gov/Documents/H/HDC. Master/HDC Administration/HDC Asst. Admin/Annual Occurences/Annual
Reports/Annual, Report.2023/project sum2023.docx



CITY OF PROVIDENCE
Jorge Q. Elorza, Mayor

MEMORANDUM

Date: November 22, 2022

To: AnnMarie Scofield, Compliance Officer

From: Jason Martin, Principal Planner

Subject: 231 Amherst Street, AP 63, Lot 142, Joslin Community Center

231 Amherst Street, AP 63, Lot 142, former schoolhouse, 1886, is an historic resource, being individually
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The proposal to replace the existing boiler is an exempt
activity and as such, no historic property is affected. No further review is needed.

X No historic property affected

No adverse effect on historic resources
Potentially adverse effect

These comments are in accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement between the RIHPHC and
the City of Providence allowing for the review of environmental reviews for Federally-subsidized
projects in Providence.

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
444 Westminster Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02903
401 680 8400 ph | 401680 8492 fax
www.providencerl.com
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