
City of  Providence 

Riverwalk Resilience



PROJECT LOCATION

TREE CANOPY



Historical Context

1650 1850 1910



Historical Context

1983



Historical Context

2020



Historical Context

Present Day: Community Events & WaterFire



2019 - 2021

Previous Work

In 2021, the City of Providence completed the Unified Vision for Downtown Public 

Spaces plan. The project aimed to shape a sustainable, livable, and inclusive future for a 

connected set of public spaces around downtown Providence, with a focus on Waterplace 

Park and the Downtown RiverWalk, the BankNewport Skating Rink, Memorial Boulevard 

and Exchange Terrace tunnels, and the central plaza area within Kennedy Plaza.



2019 - 2021

Previous Work

Previous Project Study Area



2019 - 2021

Previous Work

Previous Project Plan



Existing Conditions



Collecting Community Wishes (2019)

ñIf youôre an elderly 

person or somebody 

who uses a wheelchair 

or stroller, itôs really 

not usable because of 

uneven surface.ò

ñImproved pedestrian 

access between 

Kennedy Plaza, 

Burnside Park, and 

the WaterFire Basin 

is needed.ò

ñMore opportunities for 

children's play, biking, nature 

trail, birds of prey, oratory, 

performance...and quiet 

seatingò
ñI like to walk down along the 

river and as a woman alone, I 

don't feel safe and I wondered if 

we could get boats in there. 

More eyes on the streetéwe all 

love Wateire but can we animate 

that river a little bit more on a 

daily basis?ò



Early Sketches (2020)



End of  Visioning Study (2021)



Communityõs Feedback on the 2021 Plan

ñLove the planting 

strategies and 

softening of the waterôs 

edgeò

ñThe raised 

riverwalks 

make a ton of 

senseò

ñLike the idea of a 

pedestrian bridge 

similar to the other 

oneò

ñGreat idea to 

abandon the 

tunnel and make 

the connection at 

grade (and 

above).ò



Renderings of  the 2021 Plan



Study Area for the 2021 Plan


