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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

Item Description: GREENHOUSE SUPPLIES AND SERVICES – (3) YEAR CONTRACT WITH (2) ONE YEAR OPTIONS 

 

Procurement/MinuteTraq #: 47147 

 

Date to be opened: 11/4/2024 

 

Issuing Department: Parks 

 

QUESTIONS 

• Please direct questions related to the solicitation process, how to fill out forms, and how to submit your 

application (Pages 1-8) to the Purchasing Department.  

o Email: purchasing@providenceri.gov  

▪ Please use the subject line “Solicitation Question” 

• Please direct questions relative to the specifications outlined (beginning on page 14) to the issuing 

department’s subject matter expert: 

o Name: Lee Ann Freitas 

o Title: Botanical Center Director 

o Email Address: Lfreitas@providenceri.gov 

 

Pre-submission Conference 

There is no pre-bid conference scheduled for this item.  

  
Deadline for questions submissions: 10/21/24 

 

  

mailto:purchasing@providenceri.gov
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSION 

 

Meeting Date: 11/4/2024 
 

Responses may be submitted up to 2:15 P.M. on the above meeting date at the Department of the City Clerk. 

Room 311, City Hall. 25 Dorrance Street, Providence. At 2:15 P.M. all bids will be publicly opened and read 

at the Board of Contract Meeting in Conference Room 305, on the 3rd floor of City Hall. 

 

• Responders must submit 2 copies of their submission in sealed envelopes or packages labeled with the 

captioned Item Description and the City Department to which the solicitation is related and must 

include the company name and address on the envelope as well. (On page 1). 

• Only use form versions and templates included in this solicitation.  

• The submission envelope and information relative to the solicitation must be addressed to: 

 

Board of Contract and Supply 

Department of the City Clerk – City Hall, Room 311 

25 Dorrance Street 

Providence, RI 02903 

 

 

**PLEASE NOTE: This solicitation may include details regarding information that you will need to 

provide (such as proof of licenses) to the issuing department before the formalization of an award.  

 

This information is NOT requested to be provided in your initial solicitation by design.  

 

All responses submitted to the City Clerk become public record. Failure to follow instructions could 

result in information considered private being posted to the city’s Open Meetings Portal and made 

available as a public record. The City has made a conscious effort to avoid the posting of sensitive 

information on the City’s Open Meetings Portal, by requesting that such sensitive information be 

submitted to the issuing department only at their request.  
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SUBMISSION PACKAGE CHECKLIST  

 

Digital forms are available in the City of Providence Purchasing Department Office or online at 

http://www.providenceri.gov/purchasing/how-to-submit-a-bid/ 

The submission package MUST include the following, in this order: 

• Form 1: Responder's Blank as the cover page/ 1st page (see page 5 of this document) 

• Form 2: Certification of Responder as 2nd page (see page 6 of this document) 

• Form 3: Certificate Regarding Public Records (see page 7 of this document) 

• Form 4: Affidavit of City Vendor (see pages 8 and 9 of this document)  

• Form from the Minority and Women Business Enterprise Program 

 

 

All of the above listed documents are REQUIRED.  

 

***Failure to meet specified deadlines, follow specific submission instructions, or enclose all required 

documents with all applicable signatures will result in disqualification, or in an inability to appropriately 

evaluate bids. 

 

  

http://www.providenceri.gov/purchasing/how-to-submit-a-bid/
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NOTICE TO VENDORS 

 

1. The Board of Contract and Supply will make the award to qualified and responsible applicants.  

2. In determining the responsible applicants, cash discounts based on preferable payment terms will not be 

considered.  

3. Where applicants are equally qualified, the Board of Contract and Supply reserves the right to award to one 

applicant, or to split the award. 

4. No submission will be accepted if the response is made in collusion with any other bidder.  

5. Responses may be submitted on an “equal in quality” basis. The City reserves the right to decide equality. 

Applicants must indicate brand or the make being offered and submit detailed specifications if other than 

brand requested. 

6. An applicant who is an out-of-state corporation shall qualify or register to transact business in this State, in 

accordance with the Rhode Island Business Corporation Act, RIGL Sec. 7-1.2-1401, et seq. 

7. The Board of Contract and Supply reserves the right to reject any and all responses. 

8. Applications may also be accessed electronically on the internet via the City’s Open Meetings Portal.  

9. Delivery dates must be shown in the application). If no delivery date is specified, it will be assumed that an 

immediate delivery from stock will be made (if applicable).  

10. A certificate of insurance will normally be required of a successful vendor. 

11. For many contracts involving construction, alteration and/or repair work, State law provisions concerning 

payment of prevailing wage rates apply (RIGL Sec. 37-13-1 et seq.) 

12. No goods should be delivered, or work started without a Purchase Order. 

13. Submit 2 copies of the bid to the City Clerk, unless the specification section of this document 

indicates otherwise. 

14. Applicant must certify that it does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation and/or religion in its business and hiring practices 

and that all of its employees are lawfully employed under all applicable federal, state and local laws, rules 

and regulations. (See Form 2.)  

 

  

http://providenceri.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE37/37-13/INDEX.HTM
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FORM 1: Responder’s Blank 

 

1. Submissions must meet the attached specifications. Any exceptions or modifications must be noted and fully 

explained. 
 

2. Responder’s submissions must be in ink or typewritten, and all blanks on the form should be completed. 

 

3. All responses MUST BE SIGNED IN INK.  

 

Name of Bidder (Firm or Individual):  

Contact Name:  

Business Address:  

Business Phone #:    

Contact Email Address:  

Agrees to bid on (Write the “Item Description” here):  

 

If the bidder’s company is based in a state other than Rhode 

Island, list name and contact information for a local agent 

for service of process that is located within Rhode Island 

 

 

Delivery Date (if applicable): As Requested, 

Name of Surety Company (if applicable): Not Applicable 

Total Amount in Writing*: Not applicable. This is a Request for Qualifications 

Total Amount in Figures*: Not applicable. This is a Request for Qualifications 

*If you are submitting a unit price bid, please insert “Unit Price Bid” 

Use additional pages if necessary for additional bidding details.  

 

 

Signature of Representation 

 

 

Title 
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FORM 2: Certification of Responder 
(Non-Discrimination/Hiring) 
 

Upon behalf of_____________________________________________ (Firm or Individual Responding), 
 

I,                          (Name of Person Making Certification), 
 

being its          (Title or “Self”), hereby certify that: 
 
 
 

1. Responder does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, 

sexual orientation and/or religion in its business and hiring practices. 

2. All of Responder’s employees have been hired in compliance with all applicable federal, state and 

local laws, rules and regulations. 
 
 
 
I affirm by signing below that I am duly authorized on behalf of Responder, on 

this day of 20 . 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Signature of Representation 

 

________________________________________________ 

Printed Name 
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FORM 3: Certificate Regarding Public Records  

 
Upon behalf of______________________________________________ (Firm or Individual Responding), 

I,                          (Name of Person Making Certification), 

being its            (Title or “Self”), hereby certify an 

understanding that: 

1. All submissions for this Requests for Qualification (RFQ’s), documents contained within, and the 

details outlined on those documents become public records upon receipt by the City Clerk’s office 

and opening at the corresponding Board of Contract and Supply (BOCS) meeting. 

2. The Purchasing Department and the issuing department for this RFQ have made a conscious effort 

to request that sensitive/personal information be submitted directly to the issuing department and 

only at request if verification of specific details is critical the evaluation of a vendor’s submission. 

3. The requested supplemental information may be crucial to evaluating applications. Failure to 

provide such details may result in disqualification, or an inability to appropriately evaluate 

applications.  

4. If sensitive information that has not been requested is enclosed or if a Responder opts to enclose 

the defined supplemental information prior to the issuing department’s request in the responding 

packet submitted to the City Clerk, the City of Providence has no obligation to redact those details 

and bears no liability associated with the information becoming public record.  

5. The City of Providence observes a public and transparent solicitation process. Information 

required in the application packet may not be submitted directly to the issuing department at the 

discretion of the Responder in order to protect other information, from becoming public. 

Responders who make such an attempt will be disqualified. 
 
I affirm by signing below that I am duly authorized on behalf of Responder, on 

this day of 20 . 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Signature of Representation 

 

________________________________________________ 

Printed Name 
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FORM 4: Affidavit of City Vendor 
 
Per our Code of Ordinances Sec. 21.-28.1 (e), this form applies to a) the business, b) any political action committee whose name 

includes the name of the business, c) all persons holding ten (10) percent or greater equity interest or five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) 

or greater cash value interest in the business at any time during the reporting period, d) all executive officers of the business entity, e) 

any spouse or dependent child of any individual identified in a) though d) above. 

 

Executive officers who are not residents of the state of Rhode Island are exempted from this requirement.  

 

Per R.I.G.L. § 36-14-2, “Business” means a sole proprietorship, partnership, firm, corporation, holding company, joint stock company, 

receivership, trust, or any other entity recognized in law through which business for profit or not for profit is conducted. 

 

Name of the person making this affidavit: ____________________________________________ 

 

Position in the “Business” ________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Entity _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone number: ________________ 

 

The number of persons or entities in your entity that are required to report under Sec. 21.-28.1 (e):   _____   

 

Read the following paragraph and answer one of the options: 

 

Within the 12 month period preceding the date of this bid submission with the City of Providence, or with respect to the contracts that 

are not in writing within the 12 month period preceding the date of notification that the contract has reached the $100,000 threshold, 

have you made campaign contributions within a calendar year to (please list all persons or entities required under Sec. 21.-28.1 (e)).   

 

a. Members of the Providence City Council?  ☐ Yes      ☐ No 

• If Yes, please complete the following:  

Recipient(s) of the Contribution:  

Contribution Date(s):     Contribution Amount(s):   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Candidates for election or reelection to the Providence City Council? ☐ Yes      ☐ No 

• If Yes, please complete the following:  

Recipient(s) of the Contribution:  

Contribution Date(s):     Contribution Amount(s):   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://library.municode.com/ri/providence/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH21REFI_ARTIICOPUSA_S21-28.1QUPADOBUCI
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE36/36-14/36-14-2.htm
https://library.municode.com/ri/providence/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH21REFI_ARTIICOPUSA_S21-28.1QUPADOBUCI
https://library.municode.com/ri/providence/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH21REFI_ARTIICOPUSA_S21-28.1QUPADOBUCI
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c. The Mayor of Providence? ☐ Yes      ☐ No 

• If Yes, please complete the following:  

Recipient(s) of the Contribution:  

Contribution Date(s):     Contribution Amount(s):   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d. Candidates for election or reelection to the office of Mayor of Providence? ☐ Yes      ☐ No 

• If Yes, please complete the following:  

Recipient(s) of the Contribution:  

Contribution Date(s):     Contribution Amount(s):   

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Signed under the pains and penalties of perjury.  

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Position 
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MBE/WBE Status  
 

 

Responder’s Name:  

Responder’s 

Address: 

 

Point of Contact:  

Telephone:  

Email:  

Procurement #:  

Project Name:  

Which one of the following describes your 

business’ status in terms of Minority and/or Woman 

Owned Business Enterprise certification with the 

State of Rhode Island? (Check all that apply). 

☐MBE     ☐WBE  ☐Neither MBE nor WBE 

I certify under penalty of perjury that the forgoing statements are true and correct.  

Prime Contractor/Vendor Signature                                                               Title                                                          Date 
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BID PACKAGE SPECIFICATIONS 

Overview  
 
The Parks Department is looking to pre-qualify vendors to supply greenhouse related supplies to the Roger Williams Park 
Botanical Center, throughout the year and for multiple years.  Due to the unique and perishable nature of most of these 
materials, multiple vendors are needed to supply all of the products needed at the Botanical Center throughout the 
seasons.  In addition, supply of plant materials can vary day to day and so multiple vendors are required to provide the 
Botanical Center with enough product to support the maintenance of the facility, landscape areas throughout Roger 
Williams Park and for exhibits.  
 
 

Scope of Work  
 
When possible, vendors will provide pricing and availability of the products that are available for purchase, depending 
upon the season and harvesting times.   When possible, the Botanical Center Director will seek competitive quotes for 
materials needed and purchase from the lowest responsible vendor that can provide the material needed in a timely 
fashion. 
 
The basic purchase categories shall include but not be limited to: 
 

• Poinsettias 

• Retail Ready Flowers 

• Finished Perennials 

• Finished Annuals 

• Native plants 

• Trees/Shrubs-retail ready 

• Japanese and Aquatic plants 

• Plugs 

• Roses for Replacement in the RWP Rose Garden 

• Trees 

• Shrubs 

• Cut Flowers 

• Floral Related Projects such as Wire and Arbor Tape 

• Greenhouse frames, glass, coverings, benches, shelving 

• Irrigation Supplies 

• Micro-grow Supplies 

• Propagation Supplies 

• Greenhouse Hand Tools 

• Commercial Grade Pots 

• Retail ready pots 

• Décor for plant museum exhibits that can sustain humidity, damp and wet 

• Reusable writable signage for wet environments 

• Soils and soilless medium 

• Vermiculite 

• Perlite 

• Mycorrhizae  

• Coir 

• Cocoa hulls 
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• Fertilizers 

• Control Products 

• Bio-Controls 

• Commercial grade fertilizer injector 

• Polycarb greenhouse covering 

• Greenhouse/plastic tape repair 

• Mushroom spores 
 
 
In addition, when needed, vendors will provide greenhouse specific services on an on-call basis or in an emergency which 
shall include but not be limited to: 
 

• Micro-grow maintenance and installations 

• Greenhouse Glass Repairs and Installation 

• Greenhouse irrigation repairs 

• Greenhouse gutter installation/maintenance 
 
 

Proposed Schedule 
 
Products and services shall be provided in a timely fashion when requested 

 

Evaluation Criteria 
 
Vendors shall be required to provide the following: 
 

• W-9 Form 

• License to Operate in Rhode Island (if needed) 

• Price List of Products for Sale 

• Discount (if any) for Product Line 

• Lead Time for Products 

• Services: Qualifications and Experience in Greenhouse Services (with references or previous experience) 

• Shall Accept City Purchase Order to Provide Product (no deposits) 

• Quotes for product before PO’s are Issued 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 

If the issuing department for this RRQ determines that your firm’s application is best suited to accommodate 

their need, you will be asked to provide proof of the following prior to formalizing an award. 

 

An inability to provide the outlined items at the request of the department may lead to the disqualification of 

your application.   

 

This information is NOT requested to be provided in your initial application that you will submit to the City 

Clerk’s office by the “date to be opened” noted on page 1. This list only serves as a list of items that your firm 

should be ready to provide on request. 

 

All applications submitted to the City Clerk become public record. Failure to follow instructions could 

result in information considered private being posted to the city’s Open Meetings Portal and made 

available as a public record.  

 

You must be able to provide: 

 

• Business Tax ID will be requested after an award is approved by the Board of Contract and Supply. 

• Proof of Insurance. 
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CITY OF PROVIDENCE STANDARD TERMS & CONDITIONS 

 

1. The terms “you” and “your” contained herein refer 

to the person or entity that is a party to the 

agreement with the City of Providence (“the City”) 

and to such person’s or entity’s employees, officers, 

and agents. 

2. The Request For Proposals (“RFP”) and these 

Standard Terms and Conditions together constitute 

the entire agreement of the parties (“the 

Agreement”) with regard to any and all matters. By 

your submission of a bid proposal or response to the 

City’s RFP, you accept these Standard Terms & 

Conditions and agree that they supersede any 

conflicting provisions provided by bid or in any 

terms and conditions contained or linked within a 

bid and/or response. Changes in the terms and 

conditions of the Agreement, or the scope of work 

thereunder, may only be made by a writing signed 

by the parties.  

3. You are an independent contractor and in no way 

does this Agreement render you an employee or 

agent of the City or entitle you to fringe benefits, 

workers’ compensation, pension obligations, 

retirement or any other employment benefits. The 

City shall not deduct federal or state income taxes, 

social security or Medicare withholdings, or any 

other taxes required to be deducted by an employer, 

and this is your responsibility to yourself and your 

employees and agents. 

4. You shall not assign your rights and obligations 

under this Agreement without the prior written 

consent of the City. Any assignment without prior 

written consent of the City shall be voidable at the 

election of the City. The City retains the right to 

refuse any and all assignments in the City’s sole and 

absolute discretion.  

5. Invoices submitted to the City shall be payable sixty 

(60) days from the time of receipt by the City. 

Invoices shall include support documentation 

necessary to evidence completion of the work being 

invoiced. The City may request any other 

reasonable documentation in support of an invoice. 

The time for payment shall not commence, and 

invoices shall not be processed for payment, until 

you provide reasonably sufficient support 

documentation. In no circumstances shall the City 

be obligated to pay or shall you be entitled to 

receive interest on any overdue invoice or payment. 

In no circumstances shall the City be obligated to 

pay any costs associated with your collection of an 

outstanding invoice. 

6. For contracts involving construction, alteration, 

and/or repair work, the provisions of applicable 

state labor law concerning payment of prevailing 

wage rates (R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 37-13-1 et seq., as 

amended) and the City’s First Source Ordinance 

(Providence Code of Ordinances §§ 21-91 et seq., as 

amended) apply. 

7. With regard to any issues, claims, or controversies 

that may arise under this Agreement, the City shall 

not be required to submit to dispute resolution or 

mandatory/binding arbitration. Nothing prevents the 

parties from mutually agreeing to settle any disputes 

using mediation or non-binding arbitration. 

8. To the fullest extent permitted by law, you shall 

indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the City, its 

employees, officers, agents, and assigns from and 

against any and all claims, damages, losses, 

allegations, demands, actions, causes of action, 

suits, obligations, fines, penalties, judgments, 

liabilities, costs and expenses, including but not 

limited to attorneys’ fees, of any nature whatsoever 

arising out of, in connection with, or resulting from 

the performance of the work provided in the 

Agreement. 

9. You shall maintain throughout the term of this 

Agreement the insurance coverage that is required 

by the RFP or, if none is required in the RFP, 

insurance coverage that is considered in your 

industry to be commercially reasonable, and you 

agree to name the City as an additional insured on 

your general liability policy and on any umbrella 

policy you carry.  

10. The City shall not subject itself to any contractual 

limitations on liability. The City shall have the time 

permitted within the applicable statute of 

limitations, and no less, to bring or assert any and 

all causes of action, suits, claims or demands the 

City may have arising out of, in connection with, or 

resulting from the performance of the work 

provided in the Agreement, and in no event does the 

City agree to limit your liability to the price of the 

Agreement or any other monetary limit. 

11. The City may terminate this Agreement upon five 

(5) days’ written notice to you if you fail to observe 

any of the terms and conditions of this Agreement, 

or if the City believes your ability to perform the 
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terms and conditions of this Agreement has been 

materially impaired in any way, including but in no 

way limited to loss of insurance coverage, lapsing of 

a surety bond, if required, declaration of 

bankruptcy, or appointment of a receiver. In the 

event of termination by the City, you shall be 

entitled to just and equitable compensation for any 

satisfactory work completed and expenses incurred 

up to the date of termination. 

12. Written notice hereunder shall be deemed to have 

been duly served if delivered in person to the 

individual or member of the firm or entity or to an 

officer of the entity for whom it was intended, or if 

delivered at or sent by registered or certified mail to 

the last business address known by the party 

providing notice. 

13. In no event shall the Agreement automatically 

renew or be extended without a writing signed by 

the parties. 

14. You agree that products produced or resulting from 

the performance of the Agreement are the sole 

property of the City and may not be used by you 

without the express written permission of the City. 

15. For any Agreement involving the sharing or 

exchange of data involving potentially confidential 

and/or personal information, you shall comply with 

any and all state and/or federal laws or regulations 

applicable to confidential and/or personal 

information you receive from the City, including but 

not limited to the Rhode Island Identity Theft 

Protection Act, R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-49.3-1, during 

the term of the Agreement. You shall implement 

and maintain appropriate physical, technical, and 

administrative security measures for the protection 

of, and to prevent access to, use, or disclosure of, 

confidential and/or personal information. In the 

event of a breach of such information, you shall 

notify the City of such breach immediately, but in 

no event later than twenty-four (24) hours after 

discovery of such breach.  

16. The Agreement is governed by the laws of the State 

of Rhode Island. You expressly submit yourself to 

and agree that any and all actions arising out of, in 

connection with, or resulting from the performance 

of the Agreement or relationship between the parties 

shall occur solely in the venue and jurisdiction of 

the State of Rhode Island or the federal court 

located in Rhode Island. 

17. The failure of the City to require performance of 

any provision shall not affect the City’s right to 

require performance at any time thereafter, nor shall 

a waiver of any breach or default of this Agreement 

constitute a waiver of any subsequent breach or 

default or a waiver of the provision itself. 

18. If any term or provision of this Agreement, or the 

application thereof to any person or circumstance 

shall, in any extent, be invalid or unenforceable, the 

remainder of this Agreement shall not be affected 

thereby, and each term and provision shall be valid 

and enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by 

law.  

 

 
 


