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2. CASE 25.129, 20 COOKE STREET, Donald E. Jackson House, 1823-1826 (POWER-COOKE) 
Federal; two stories under a hip roof carrying a monitor; long wing to the rear; four bays across the front with an off-center, Doric-porticoed 
entrance; trim of corner quoins and a balustrade on the monitor. 
CONTRIBUTING 
 

 
Arrow indicates 20 Cooke Street 

 

 
Arrow indicates project location, looking north. 
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Applicant/Architect: Nicola (Nick) De Pace (AD HOC ARCHITECTURE), 32 Dexter Street, Providence, RI 02909 
Owner: William Foulkes, 20 Cooke Street, Providence, RI 02906 
 
Proposal: The scope of work proposed consists of New Construction and includes: 
• The applicant is requesting the new construction of an approx. 455 sq. ft., one-story, detached, accessory dwelling unit . 
 
Issues: The following issues are relevant to this application: 
• The application will require zoning relief for side- and rear-yard setbacks; 
• The project is new construction of a single-story accessory dwelling unit (ADU) of approx. 455 sq. ft. enclosed with a non-enclosed 

pergola/breezeway connector to the existing house and adjacent existing garden. The new structure is located in the northeasterly rear yard 
of the property and will replace an existing 8 x 10 shed found in the same location. Utility connections will be made to the existing house and 
existing house sewer which passes through the rear yard of the property. Foundations are proposed concrete grade beams with piers to frost 
line and slab on grade. Roof line is a single story "flat roof" with overhangs and pergolas; 

• The proposed structure’s form and siting is appropriate for the location. It is located in the rear yard and will be minimally visible from the 
street, if at all, with looking down the driveway the only public view; and, 

• Plans, renderings and photos have been submitted. 
 
Recommendations: The staff recommends the PHDC make the following findings of fact:  
a) 20 Cooke Street is a structure of historical and architectural significance that contributes to the significance of the Power-Cooke local historic 

district, having been recognized as a contributing structure to the Power-Cooke National Register Historic District; 
b) The application for New Construction is considered complete for conceptual review; and, 
c) The work as proposed is in accord with PHDC Standard 8 as follows: the new construction is appropriate having determined that the proposed 

new construction is appropriate being architecturally and historically compatible, having a size, scale and form that will not create an adverse 
effect to the property or district, as such construction will be nominally visible from the public rights-of-way. 

 
Staff recommends a motion be made stating that: The application for 20 Cooke Street, a contributing resource of the Power-Cooke local historic 
district, having been recognized as a contributing structure to the Power-Cooke National Register Historic District, is considered complete for 
conceptual review. The Commission cites Standard 8 in granting conceptual approval of the application for new construction, having determined 
that the proposed new construction is appropriate being architecturally and historically compatible, having a size, scale and form that will not 
create an adverse effect to the property or district, as such construction will be nominally visible from the public rights-of-way, citing and 
agreeing to the recommendations in the staff report, with the applicant to return to the Commission, or to Staff to, for final approval after the 
necessary zoning relief has been granted. 
















