PHDC Staff Report Page 5
July 28, 2025

3. CASE 25.130, 66 POWER STREET, Thomas Poynton Ives House, 1806 (COLLEGE HILL)
Federal; three-stories; brick with stone trim; hipped roof with balustrade and modillion cornice; five-bay facade with central elliptical fanlight doorway under

semicircular Corinthian portico; elliptical fanlight second story hail window; fine stable complex and paved courtyard at rear. Stone, Carpenter and Wilson,
added a three-story rear ell in 1885. National Historic Landmark

CONTRIBUTING

Arrow indicates 66 Power Street.

Arrow indicates project location, looking north.

https://providencerigov-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jmartin_providenceri_gov/Documents/H/HDC.Master/HDC.Yearly Documentation/HDC.2025/Meeting
Docs.2025/Staff Reports/sr07-28-25.doc
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Applicant/Architect: Cara Pomeranz, 131 Anoka Avenue, Barrington, Rl 02809
Owner: The Brown Power Personal Residence Trust, 42W 39th Street, Floor 14, New York, New York 10018

Proposal: The scope of work proposed consists of Major & Minor Alterations and includes:

. removal of a window and the construction of a new residential entrance, west elevation; a new ADA compliant entrance, north elevation;
construction of a colonnade and roof deck, with removal of two windows and introduction of doors to access roof deck, east elevation; and
the construction of a new double vehicular access gate off Charlesfield Street (see architect’s narrative).

Issues: The following issues are relevant to this application:

e  The proposed work includes a change of use for the ground floor and basement levels to accommodate a Community/Cultural Center, while
the upper levels (second, third, and attic) will remain a single-family residence. This proposed change of use is permitted under the current
City of Providence Zoning Ordinances;

e A new residential entrance proposed on the west facade in place of an existing window. The new door will be a 3’-6” door with 18” sidelights,
it includes entry steps and landing, portico and hardscape walkway from the brick driveway located at the rear of the primary structure. The
modifications will be visible from the public right-of-way;

e New ADA compliant access ramp or ADA compliant lift on North facade (rear of primary structure) within the existing brick garden walls. This
will require wayfinding signage for ADA compliance. New landing and automatic actuators at the existing rear entrance (north) for ADA access,
this will require a modification of the existing patio access gate. The modifications will be minimally visible from the public right-of-way;

e  Addition of a new occupiable roof deck with required support columns and railings over the existing exterior patio on the East facade (facing
the garden). New exterior doors on Level 2 East facade (garden facing) in place of existing window for roof deck access. The modifications will
be partially visible from the public right-of-way;

e A new double-vehicular access gate off Charlesfield Street for vehicular and maintenance access. The modifications will be visible from the
public right-of-way;

e 66 Power Street is a singular property. The property needs maintenance, and the owners are also undergoing restoration/rehabilitation work
to the property as well as upgrades to electrical and mechanicals. The addition of a community/cultural center will allow the property to be
enjoyed by the public but does necessitate changes to separate the public from private uses. This necessitates a new private entrance for the
exclusive use of the owner’s use. The applicants have designed an entrance along the west side that would replace one window. The design is
sympathetic to the existing architecture with the concern being that this side (west) elevation is prominent from the public rights-of-way. The
applicants have reduced the impact by introducing a walkway from the rear parking area and not introducing a pedestrian entrance along
Brown Street, minimizing the impact. The other proposed modifications have limited visibility, all are designed to respect and keep with the
character of the existing structues; and,

e Anarchitect’s narrative, drawings and photos have been submitted.

Recommendations: The staff recommends the PHDC make the following findings of fact:

a) 66 Power Street is a structure of national historical and architectural significance that contributes to the significance of the College Hill local
historic district, having been recognized as a contributing structure to the College Hill National Historic Landmarks District and a National
Historic Landmark;

b) The application for Major & Minor Alterations is considered complete; and,

c) The work as proposed is in accord with PHDC Standard 8 as follows: the proposed alterations are appropriate having determined that the
proposed construction is architecturally and historically compatible with the property and district having an appropriate size, scale and form
that will not have an adverse effect on the property or district, as the modifications are reversible.

Staff recommends a motion be made stating that: the application for 66 Power Street, a contributing resource of the College Hill local historic
district, recognized as a contributing structure to the College Hill National Historic Landmarks District and a National Historic Landmark, is
considered complete. The Commission cites Standard 8 in granting Final Approval of the application for Major & Minor alterations, having
determined that the alterations are appropriate, having a size, scale and form that will not create an adverse effect to the property or district, as
the modifications are reversible, citing and agreeing to the recommendations in the staff report, with staff to review any additional details.

https://providencerigov-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jmartin_providenceri_gov/Documents/H/HDC.Master/HDC.Yearly Documentation/HDC.2025/Meeting
Docs.2025/Staff Reports/sr07-28-25.doc



66 POWER STREET - PROPOSED SCOPE OF WORK OVERVIEW

The property located at 66 Power Street in Providence, Rhode Island, is known as the Thomas
P. Ives House. This Federal-style building is a designated National Historic Landmark situated
in the College Hill Historic District. It is bound by Charlesfield Street to the north, Brown
Street to the west, and Power Street to the south.

According to historical records, the house was constructed between 1803 and 1806 by master
builder Caleb Ormsbee as the primary residence of Thomas Poynton Ives, a prominent Rhode
Island merchant and banker. In 2023, the property was acquired by The Brown Power
Residence Trust. The Trust has engaged Cara Pomeranz Architect, LLC and Dave Annese of
Annese Construction to provide professional design and construction services for the
renovation. The proposed work includes a change of use for the ground floor and basement
levels to accommodate a Community/Cultural Center, while the upper levels (second, third,
and attic) will remain a single-family residence. This proposed change of use is permitted by
right under the current City of Providence Zoning Ordinances.

Interior renovations will include updates required for life safety compliance, including fire
alarm systems, sprinklers, and upgrades to electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and fire
protection systems.

We are here before the Historic District Commission to discuss the proposed exterior
modifications. The proposed exterior modifications include:

¢ A new residential entrance proposed on the west facade in place of an existing
window. The new door will be a 3’-6” door with 18” sidelights, it includes entry steps
and landing, portico and hardscape walkway from the brick driveway located at the
rear of the primary structure.

e New ADA compliant access ramp or ADA compliant lift on North facade (rear of
primary structure) within the existing brick garden walls. This will require wayfinding
signage for ADA compliance.

e New landing and automatic actuators at the existing rear entrance (north) for ADA
access, this will require a modification of the existing patio access gate.

e Addition of a new occupiable roof deck with required support columns and railings
over the existing exterior patio on the East facade (facing the garden).

e Repairs/replacement in kind to the existing elevated patio at the north and east of the
building.

e New exterior doors on Level 2 East facade (garden facing) in place of existing window
for roof deck access.

e Repairs/replacement in kind of the existing front (Power St) walkway.

e Replacement of the attic level skylight for the proposed new Observatory Room.

e A new double vehicular access gate off Charlesfield Street for vehicular and
maintenance access.
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

OVERVIEW

The property located at 66 Power Street in Providence, Rhode Island, is known as the Thomas P. lves House. This Federal-style building is a designated National Historic Landmark situated in the College Hill Historic District.

It is bounded by Charlesfield Street to the north, Brown Street to the west, and Power Street to the south.

According to historical records, the house was constructed between 1803 and 1806 by master builder Caleb Ormsbee as the primary residence of Thomas Poynton Ives, a prominent Rhode Island merchant and banker.
In 2023, the property was acquired by The Brown Power Residence Trust. The Trust has engaged Cara Pomeranz Architect, LLC and Dave Annese of Annese Construction to provide professional design and construction
services for the renovation. The proposed work includes a change of use for the ground floor and basement levels to accommodate a Community/Cultural Center, while the upper levels (second, third, and attic) will
remain a single-family residence. This proposed change of use is permitted by right under the current City of Providence Zoning Ordinances.

Interior renovations will include updates required for life safety compliance, including fire alarm systems, sprinklers, and upgrades to electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and fire protection systems.

We are here before the Historic District Commission to discuss the proposed exterior modifications. The proposed exterior modifications include:

« A new residential entrance proposed on the west facade in place of an existing window. The new door will be a 3'-6" door with 18" sidelights, it includes entry steps and landing,
portico and hardscape walkway from the brick driveway located at the rear of the primary structure.

« New ADA compliant access ramp or ADA compliant lift on North facade (rear of primary structure) within the existing brick garden walls. This will require wayfinding signage for
ADA compliance.

- New landing and automatic actuators at the existing rear entrance (north) for ADA access, this will require a modification of the existing patio access gate.

- Addition of a new occupiable roof deck with required support columns and railings over the existing exterior patio on the East facade (facing the garden).

- Repairs/replacement in kind to the existing elevated patio at the north and east of the building.

-+ New exterior doors on Level 2 East facade (garden facing) in place of existing window for roof deck access.

- Repairs/replacement in kind of the existing front (Power St) walkway.

+ Replace the attic level skylight for the proposed new Observatory Room. D A T E S

+ A new double vehicular access gate off Charlesfield Street for vehicular and maintenance access.
6/30 30 DAY FILING HDC
7/14 14 DAY FILING HDC
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

PAPERWORK

« Application
* List of Abutters

- Proposed Modifications
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

ALTERATIONS
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DRAWING NOT TO SCALE

THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

EXHIBIT 3B - SITE SECTION
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST

FLOOR PLANS
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42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
EXHIBIT 3C - FLOOR PLANS
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST

42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
EXHIBIT 3D - FLOOR PLANS

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

~—— FLOOR PLANS

LAUNDRY/STORAGE
| RESIDENTI
STAIR I‘ STAIR
PANTR wc & \ [
s cL
v REMOVE EXISTING /
“EI " e BATHROO 1
| = . A F— ¥
' : | BEDRO0M4 SHOWER TUB
KITCHEN wc |‘
OFFICE ) = ATHROOM
= Lo Lo
il = EIRIS
I 1 o DRESSING.  CL C
I NEW ‘ ;
—— I N | ACCESS — ROOM
‘ ——— B : 1
o PRIMARY
77777777 SALLERY ' BEDROOM
} } /GALLERY\, q NEW NEW GRANDE )
I | / y ACCESS TERRACE D)
\\\ Y IERRACE
k LIVING
S ‘ X
] 4% .

THRO
| I BEDROOM 3
|[ ]|

L BEDROOM 2 ¥

| | |
Al
FAMILY - L
] DINING /[ ROOM |
ROOM T ‘ o
A 3 i ! ! E——— i u
EXISTING ACCESS

BALCONY

24'

e — e ——

o 2 4 8' 12'

24!
66 POWER ST. 25-7-28  #38



THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST | 42 W 39TH ST,
EXHIBIT 3E - FLOOR PLANS

FOURTH FLOOR PLAN

FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

EXISTING WEST FACADE

WEST FACADE, BROWN ST
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
EXHIBIT 3F - PERSPECTIVES

NEW PRIVATE ENTRANCE

RENDERED PERSPECTIVE, NOT TO SCALE

BROWN ST. FACADE
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
EXHIBIT 3G - PERSPECTIVES
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST

42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

EXHIBIT 3H - WEST ELEVATION
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST | 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
EXHIBIT 31 - ENLARGED WEST ELEVATION

ENLARGED VIEW -1
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

EXHIBIT 3J - PERSPECTIVES
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
EXHIBIT 3K - PERSPECTIVES
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

EXHIBIT 3L - EAST ELEVATION
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42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

EXHIBIT 3M - EAST ELEVATION
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST

EXHIBIT 3N - FLOOR PLANS

ADA IMPROVEMENTS - RAMP
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST

EXHIBIT 30 - FL

IMPROVEMENTS - LIFT
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST | 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
EXHIBIT 3P - FLOOR PLANS + SECTION
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

STREET VIEWS

RENDERED PERSPECTIVE, NOT TO SCALE

VIEW FROM POWER ST.
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THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
EXHIBIT 3R - PERSPECTIVES

STREET VIEWS

7T

DN\
Sk |k [N N =]

‘;_ 3 ._.
/’i \t Sf H I
X B fial!

-5 | -1 L]

7 S

Z g5 2 s 5
= F e 2 H T
; s B Y
= I~
B - S
I B
il
-
£= 1

i = & 1] n
™ B e — M i A TN
w2 0 | N A | | & === |] ’ " =
iEeis 0 JEmemE—
t . R s
- R L e VI R S M P Y I ([

== = =\
——m— —\)P’f“‘b

= - ==
[ —— gy RN R

[ —_ (NI U S

e

—
I

: | i
|I|i. s A

VIEW FROM POWER ST. AND BROWN ST.

RENDERED PERSPECTIVE, NOT TO SCALE

CP ' 66 POWER ST. | 25-7-28 | #25



THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

EXHIBIT 3S - PERSPECTIVES

STREET VIEWS

5 Y — .
S m F & . 1 | *
i - s B . "3 | %
A LA =
TLik . -~ . : : B 4
b e . L H AW -
| - o z - . : 1
i s == : T - 4 - o .
L= = | . 4 . . 3
2 - LLITHIRT 2 A 2 p - ¥ s -” ’
| —= B UYL IR TETS - o = J - ey y ke
5 —= - HE: Ll : 5 - = 7 oy .
S| = { | a d S g 5 p - B
- ; = I — 3 3 v \ g Eh & " =
d - = - = 1 ! : - o o 2 ' " 2 ol
= - _ i : s . P X £ ] y
. = 7= 4 T . : | : g % y Nl - A - . -
h = ¥ = - S > ' . . 1 s
I 4 i S B = 4 - kT : = =
5 r - . Y o ’ o &
. = F g ety s | L - s r
il - x L » 4 . s . .
- g 4 1 33 e gk ., 44 + Y
= & y = o . 4
« i Tl - o 2 ry 4 s Pl « A
1L b I L= ¥ ' 8 " ) { oy
e = = - €4 " i - T » » L o
s P e - 4 . - -3 4 4 .
i == : s R : g ' ¥, 5
FTT] i = T E 21 o 2 ~ Bl i R - -
[ | = = - b= [ | | . i "l r . ) —
il A T ]| o is il 1 - L r-
] — TH | = =) » - v, St =g
| I [ iy ! Iy | ¥ . g > i e 4 E L :
| 1 L &) itk ] - ‘ % 5 4 e v N
T = ! = | W 2 . 5 0 | = !
. I 1 | Bt : - : i | T - s . . — g 3 — < L
o i L = : = - — s L —— — : : . -
i = Ul LT L mEm, —— = 5 i - il = - . I ;
A 3 T - : 5 - 5 i NS : - S .
i - T - s i —fe e — 1 — ] Y - L - - 3 -
e - e Lo ¥E - ] L A . - T 3 - 1 r 1
o L == s T i . T — : . 3 3 . ¥ %
’ i Lt T ! - T T Nk - * L .- : 1 4 . 2 r -
i N i " s # 7 . - 1 i 4 1 3 i b - e =y *. 2 e ¢ -
2 A 1 e = T 3 D= o | ; . ¥ ~1 = & i R = c y
i & 4 w - - g = . e T - - = " | i I | = - d y
| \ i = e i T : o SR ] Sk 1 y —=5y L . . 8 . 2 . ) = d
=N = r 1 - I I | - 1 =~ . Y ] i ¢ » -
1= El Tof R g=s B ad ol 3 3 1 I 4 N g 4 E J .
- = 1 - i i . 1 I - — AR - [ - - - ~ ¥
L—= - = =1 IS - 4 3 : — - i i - 7 x ¥ g -
E = i =T =l T ] it - 5 e - i i N ) 2 - r
i i = - == > g E e o —— - (| | j i " = t :
: ht i 1 s - b a 3 ! . = r . .
| i L x = [ T i t } | . — — »
el 5= = ——— —r - = 1 : ' y : } i
L : | | Ml | M . B I A ~ = .
3 ] TR 5 = = oy - ' { . - S N * Lanlall T R - - - 3 . — - i -
: ] s L ] J=- 1y E z - == 13 - T 1 ! u
} e I L T P — : e BE 5 = L ] Z R iE e 3 { 7
- L L ! | | i -

VIEW FROM POWER ST.

RENDERED PERSPECTIVE, NOT TO SCALE

25-7-28 #26

66 POWER ST.



THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST | 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018
EXHIBIT 3T - PERSPECTIVES

STONE ARCH GATE

CHARLESFIELD ST
2'-0" | F rx!uzw SLID!ILG

ENTRANCE GATE
|

|

__—— EXISTING VEHICLE ACCESS \
e GATE TO REMAIN ey
N L
\ A03_|4 > 5| Ao3
_—— NEW DRIVE SURFACE -~ — N
= ENLARGED STONE ™ __

ARCH GATI Sas

BROWN ST.

0 5 10' 25 50

o2 & 10’ 25'

Cp 66 POWER ST. 25-7-28 #27



THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

EXISTING EXTERIOR

CP. 66 Power sT. 25-7-28  #28



THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

EXISTING EXTERIOR

CP. 66 powersT. 25-7-28 | #29



THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

EXISTING EXTERIOR

CP. 66 POowER sT. | 25-7-28 | #30



THE BROWN POWER PERSONAL RESIDENCE TRUST 42 W 39TH ST, FL 14, NEW YORK NY 10018

END

CP. 66 POwER sT. | 25-7-28 | #31



V..
o

CTILONS

T SEE INST.

Form 10-300
(July 1969)

LM

'UNITED STATES D'EF'ARTM,ENT OF THE INTERIOR
© NATIONAL PARK SERVICE -

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES.

| ezid

STATE:

COUNTY:

Providence

FOR NPS USE ONLY

INVENTORY - ROMINATION FORM

ENTRY NUMBER CATE

(Type all entries — complete apglicable_ sectigns)

bl s

ATREET ANDC NUMBER:

66 Power Street
_Providence | _

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE CODE [COUNTY:

Rhode Island

CODE

‘CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY ACCESSlBLE
.. S5TAT

(Check One) OWNERSHIP us TO THE PUBLIC
(0 District ¥ Building O Public Publicrﬁr\cquill;im: & Occupied Yes: :
3 Sire O Structure Privore O in Process [3 Unoccupied (O Rastricted

(O Object 3 8Both (3 Baing Considered [0 Preservation work L Unreaticted
- in prograss E] No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
O Agricultural [ Government O Perk ‘[0 "Trensportation (] Commcnu_
[ Commercial O Industrial Private Residence [ Other (Specity)
[ Educational O Military - [0 Religious . L i
{7} Entertainment O Museum "[J Sciantific

OWNER OF-PROPERTY. -~ -

OWNER'S N AME:

_______Mr, Bohert H. Tvea Goddard, JIr
STREET AND NUMBER: ° ) N

66_Power Street

CITY OR TOWN;

STATE:

CODE

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

‘SLYLS

COURTHAOQUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC

City I-Ia.ll

STREET AND NUMBER:

‘ gedx_]!la.za. :
CITY OR TOWN: STATE

'D'an‘l'délice

CODE

TALNNCD

REPRESENYATION'IN‘EXISTING SURVEYS:

CJCITY OR TOWN:

TITLE OF SURVEY;

| Bigtoric. American Buildings Survey
DATE OF SURYEY: 1937 1962 ’ E Federal

g (l_bhﬂ.tg.).él.dﬂta.pg_ea)
County . Local

[} Stote

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

‘IDivision of P,rints and Photo

STREET AND NUMBER:

.g:éph&._mm_o.‘.‘_cnng:ess

“

STATE:

- Washington, 205&0

CODE

HAIWMN A¥i NG

ATTNO 35N SdN 404

| ] aava



7. DESCRIPTION .
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CONDITION E‘ Excellant [ Good {Z] Fair O Daoteriorated O Ruins O Unexposed
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k! ‘Alterad O Unoltered . ] Moved - Original Site

Ithe dining room, 20 by 28 feet, behind this a pantry, 16 by 10 feet, and in

DESCRIBE THE FRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPFARANCE ’ ' '

The Thomas P. Ives House is an oblong - shaped three-and-one-half-story
brick sturucture with a low hipped and balustraded_roof, The residence, as
built in 1803-06, is 55 feet wide and 57 feet deep and had & projecting one-
story curved bay or bow in the center of the east (side) elevation. By 1887
this bay had been increased to three stories in helght and its roof crowned
by a balustrade. The walls of the front and side elevations are bullt of
imported brick laid in Flemish bond and the resr (north) well is in American
running bond. The foundations are of marble. The three-story rear  service
wing at the northwest corner and the rear portico and vestibule were added in
1884 and conform in style to the main structure.

The main (south) facede is five-bays wide and has a central semi-circular
one-story entrance porch with Corinthian columns and a roof balustrade; this
feature, designed in the Adamesque style, was also added in 1884. The center
door has side lights and a wide elliptical fan light over it. In the second
story above the entranceway 1§ a wide triple window also topped by & wide
elliptical fan light. The windows are symmetrically spaced and have marble
lintels and sills. First and second-story windows have flat arch splayed
lintels with double keystones; third-story windows are reduced in height and
also the windows on the north (rear) elevation, have plain flat lintels. All
windows are adorned by exterior louvered shutters. The main cornice is .
decorated with modillions and is crowned by an eave balustrade. Two dormer
windows rise from the low-pitched hip roof on the front elevation. Three of
the four chimneys are in the outside wall, two in the west side and one in
the east] the fourth chimney, which has back-to-back fireplaces in the library
and smoking room, is set back a few feet from the east wall.

The plan of the house is large and imposing in scale with a 10-foot wide
central hall extending through the house. The hall is divided into front
and rear sections by means of a partition with a doorway, which is located
behind the stairs. The staircase, starting with a straight run against the
west wall, spirals at the rear to the second story and the spiral from the
second to the third story is free-standing. The floors are of wide boards;
all of the rooms have fireplaces, and the wood finish throughout the house is
simple and delicately molded in the Adam style. The principle rooms have o
elaborate plaster cornices adorned with Greek honeysuckle, carved modillions,
dentils, complicated fret and basket patterns, interlaces, circles, and
banded leaves. ‘ :

To the west, or left, of the central hall\are; in the southwest corner,

the northwest {rear) corner, the kitchen. The dining room was redecorated in
the Colonial Revival style in 'the 1870's and this later paneling removed
during the restoration to the Federal perlod -in 1954, The room's present . -
mahtelpiece, an original marble mantel from a Philadelphia house of the same
period, was put in the dining room in 195h,

To the east of the center hall, in the southeast (front) corner is the
main parlor, 20 by 22 feet, in the center, the oval shaped library, 20 by 28

feet  and in the northeast (rear) corner, the smoking room, 13 by 20 feet.
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7. Description (1) Thomas P. Ives House

The library was redecorated in the Colonial Revival style in the 1870's and
the room still retains its elaborate wood panelling. The French doors, located
in the curved bay of the library and leading out to the gardens, were added in
1310. The overmantel piece in the southeast parlor, or main drawing room, is
built in two stories and is surmounted by a broken scroll pediment, decorated
with reeding and with half vases of Adam detail. This feature was also added
in 1910. The mantel itself is of Italian marble and is original, as are some
of the mantels in the second floor bedrooms. The panelled mahogany doors of the
principal rooms have silver hardware. :

The Thomas P. Ives House is in excellent condition. The house is used as -
a private residence and is not open to visitors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed by the master builder Caleb Ormsbee in 1803-06, the Thomas
P. Ives House is a magnificent example of a large brick city house designed
in the Adamesque-Federal style. The exterior of the house has undergone
some additions that do not seriously alter its original appearance and on
the interior two principal rooms were redecorated in the 1870's. -

History

The Ives House wae built by Cdleb Ormsbee for the wealthy Providence
merchant Thomas Poynton Ives in 1803-06. The residence has remained in
the possession of the Ives heirs .to this day and will eventually go to
Brown University.

The mansion has undergome a series of exterior and interior additions
and alterations over the years. About 1848 gas lights, central heating,
and a built-in kitchen range were added. In the 1870's the original finish
of the dining room and library was removed and these rooms were elaborately
redecorated by Marcotte of New York City in the Colonial Revival style.

The architectural firm of Stone, Carpenter, and Richards added the exlsting
one-story elliptical Adamesgue . portico om the south (main) elevation, the
rear service wing, the rear porch and vestibule, and the terraces on the
side in 1884. By 1887 the two upper stories had been added to the original
one-story bay or bow in the center of the east elevation. Around 1910
the architectural firm of Jackson, Robertson and Adems added the overmante%
the fireplace in the southeast parlor and also the French doors in the
library. In 1954 the Colonial Revival woodwork was removed from the dining
room and the room was restored by John Butchins Cady to the Federal period.
The existing dining room marble mantelpiece, an original period plece from
Philadelphia, was installed as part of this work. :
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HISTORIC AMERICAYN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. RI-234

THOMAS P, IVES HOUSE

HABS
An addendum to RI,
Ives House 4-PROV,
66 Power Street, Providence 19-
Hhode Island
in HABS Catalog (31941)
tddress: 66 Power. Street, Providence, Providence County,

Rhode Island.
Presentl, Cwner: Brown University.
Present Qccupent: Mirs. Robert H. Ives Goddard.
Pregent Use: Residence.
Brief Staiement Built in 1803-1805, this is one of the largest and

of Significsnce: most elegant housos of the period in Providence,
: and the howe of z prominent Providence Tamily.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION
A. Physical History

1. Original and subsecuent owners: Original owner, Thomas
Poynton Ives, died 1835; to his widow Hope Ives Uambil her death in
1855; to her son Moses B. Ives until his death in 1857; to his widow
Amne Allen Dorr Ives until her death in 1884; to her daughter Mrs.
Hope Brown Ives Russell until her death in 1909; to her cousins Robert
H., I. Goddard and William Ames; to Robert H. Ives Godderd, Jr., in 1910.
Upon his death, the house was willed to Brown University with a life
tenancy for his wife, the present occupant.

2. Datc of erection: 1803-1805.

3. Architect, builder: According to an unverified tradi-
tion, Thomas P, Ives sent to England for plans for the house. ic-
cording to the family papers preserved in the John Carter Brown Library,
Brown University, Providence, Caleb Ormsbee, a local architect and
builder was in charge of the work. At this time, John Holden Greene,
who became Providence's leading architect in the next two decades was
anprent¢ced to Ormsbee.

4. . Notes on alterations and additions: About 1848 and
following-~gas lighting, central heating, bulli-in kitchen range, and
. plumbing edded. Before 1884 the upper story of the east bay was

- added; lower story orlglnal In the 1870!'s~-dining room and library



THOMAS P, IVES HOUSE
HABS No.RI-235 (Page 2}

elaborately redecoratedby iarcott of New York. 1884--vestibule
service wing and terraces added, Stone and Carpenter, architectg;-
photostat of drawing dated April 21, 1884 preserved in the house
drawn by Edmund R. Willson who later became a partner of Stone and
Carpenter. 3Since 1910--an overmantel has been added to the fireplace
in the parlor (southeast Room), and French doors have been added in
the library leading to the garden; Jackson, Robertson and Adams,
architects. 19%4--resioration of the dining room; John Hutchins
Cady, érchitect. Since 1954--marble mantelpiece from Philadelphia
added to the dining room.

. Important old views: There is an extra-illustrated,
typed copy of Mr, Cady's article in the house together with ten
8" x 10" photographs including views of the dining room before the
1954 restoration.

6, Sources of information: John'Hutehins Cady, "The Thomas
Poynton Ives House," published in Rhode Island History, Vol. 14, No. 1
of January, 1955.

John Hutching Cady, the Civic and Architectural Development of
Providence 1636-1950 (Providence, Rhode Islend: The Book Shop,
1957), pp. 77-78.

Mtoinette Forrester Downing, Early Homes of Rhode 1lsland (Richmond,
Virginia: Garrett and Massie, 1937), pp. 327,333, 350-355, 380, 382,
383.

Henry Russell Hitchecock, Jr., Rhode Isiand Architecture (Providence:
Rhode Island Museum Press, 1939), p. 32, pl. 25.

B. Supplemental Materisl: The following 1s extracted from
Cady, "The Thomas Poynton Ives House,” published in Rhode Island
History following Mr. Cady's restoration of the dining room:

Thomas Poynton Ives was born in Beverly, Massachusetts, in 769,
He entered the house of Brown and Benson in Providence a&s a clerk, _
in 1782, and ten years later married Nicholes Brown's daughter, Hope.
He then became a partner in the firm, which later took the name of
Brown and Ives.

Mr. Ives acquired a two-acre tract on Power Street to the east of the
estate on which John Brown, brother of Nicholas, had ereeted a mansion
in 1786. Both estaotes were & part of the original home lot of William
Wickenden to whom it was allotted in 1640. According to tradition '
Thomas Ives sent to England for plans of a house, which came designated -
as "a Georgian manor house with paved court yard, stable and coach
house."” The street number ot first was 37 Power and was changed to

66 -when the highway was re-numbered in 1870. The estate iz now
bounded by Brown Street on the west and Charles Field Street on:the
north, these highways having been laid out after the house was erected.




THOMAS P. IVES HOUSE
HABS No. RI-235 (Page 3)

The house stands on the southwest portion of the lot. North of it
is a courtyard flaenkéd on the north and east by a two-story I-shaped
outbuilding, doubtless erected when the house was built and sub-
stantially wmchanged since that time. The north wing was originally
used for a stable, harness room end coach house, and the east wing
for a laundry and servants! quarters. The brick fireplace and adja-
cent brick boiler in the laundry and the wide floor boards and small
paned windows in the second story are so typically New England that
& local plammer would seem to have had a hand in the design. Farther
north, on the Charles Field Street worder, is the original cow barn.
The eapterly part of the 1ot is a landscaped area. A granite wall,
topped by an iron fence, is built slong the sidewalk on the westerly
half of the lot on Power Sireet and along Brown Street, and a high
brick wall curves from the southeast corner of the house to Power
Street. The remainder of the egstate is enclosed by a wall & brick
and stone,

The house, as originally erected, was a square block, 55 feet wide and
57 feet deep, three stories high, with a flat hipped roof. The walls
were built of imported brick, laid in Flemish bond (except American
running bond on the rear) and rising from a marble underpinning. Three
of the chimneys are in the outside walls, two on the west and one on
the east; the fourth chimney, which has back-to-back fireplaces in

the 1library and smoking room, as well as in the rooms zbove, is set
~back a few feet from the wall. The wind& ozs, symmetrically spaced,
have marble caps and s8ills, the splayed caps having double keys except
in the third story and on the rear where they are plain, The f{ront
entrance has side lights and an elliptical top light over which, in
the second story, is a window of the Palladian type. The main cornice
is decorated with modillions and is crowned by an eaves balustrade.
The plain rectangular form of the house is relieved by a round bay

on the east and a semi-circulor entrance porsh of the south, the
latter in the Corinthian order surmounted by a classic balustrade.

The side bay, now rising full height and crowned by an extension of
the main cornice and Walustrade, originally was only one story in
height.

The plan is large and imposing in scale with a wide central hall ex-
tending through the house and divided into front and rear sections

by a partition with a doorway behind the stairs. The stairway, start-
ing with a straight run, spirals at the rear to the second story, and
the spiral from the second to thethird story is free-standing. All
of the rooms have fireplaces. The wood finish throughout the house
is simple and delicately moulded, reflecting a departure from the
barogue trend :6f the late elghteenth cenbury The principal rooms
have elaborate plaster cornlces

'.'A51de from: the expenses ‘for rum, the earllest surv1v1ng document with o

- respect 10 the house is a proposal made by James B. Walcott dated
. February 13, 1804 to furnish certain building, meterials. This proposal

included 24 window caps with double:keys and 26 w1ndow caps without




TEQMAS P. IVES HOUSE
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Keys. 411 of these are novw asccountved for except five unieyed windows cllmlnated
when the north wing wes built. Welcotti's pTOﬁOS’ aleo ilncluded marble wder-
pinning as folliows: 350 running feelt of stone 16 inches wide and 160 4o 180

feet of stone eight inches wide, all intendéd for three sides of the house.

The present underpinnings do not entirely sccord with thig schedule. They are
composed of Lwo courges of marble, the lower Hen inches high above grade and
the upper 16 inches high, with swall window openings on the south and west,

o botel length of 136 feet exclusive of the front curved porch and the cast
curved bay.

i
3

J H:u

Thomas P. Ives wrote his agent, fmos 1. Jenckes, in Ttely Hovember 26, 1804,
asking him o purchase in Leghorn four marble chimney pileces and about 600
feet in lengith of marble slabs four inches thick and 14 inches wide. OF the-
chimney pleces one vas bto be Yhendsome and neatly ornamentsal for a drawing
room’ one “sonmevhet ornamentel,’ end the others “plainly wrought.” Shipments
of the four chlmney picces and slabs were made from Leghorn in iay, 1805..

One of these, described in the invoice as of Ygtatuasry marble, made according
to ‘the models, 36 inches high and 42 inchies in breadih” referring to size of
fireplace opening is evidently the one ncow in the parlor. Hr. Jenckes wrote
Mr. Ives from New York July 22, 1805, that he had, a% his own initiative,
shipped {rom Leghorn 22 plain chimney pieces and Vaflouo other items noted,
for Mr. Ives' use or for sale in New York, of which Mr., Iveg selected four
chimney pieces, four alabaster lamps and one slabaster oval lamp cerd. The
disposition of the marble slabs is unknown. Evidenlly they were not used

on the main block as the walls had been erected prior to their arrivel. . . ..
in 1954, the dining room was restored to an approximation of its original :
status.

In this latter project, executed by Frank N. Gustafson and Sons, builddsg
contractors, the removal of the mshogany finish and mantel, the tapestry- :
type wall hangings, and the wall lathe and plasier revealed certain aspests -
of the originsl construction. The two interior partitions were built of

brick, the north one of which was interlaced with studding in the form of
half-timber work. The outside brick walls were lindlwith rough beards,

Plagster wes applied directly to the brick on the partitions and 1o laths :
nailed to the boarding on the oubside walls. The ox 1g1nal fireplace had been'
entirely yeconsiructed and no clue remained as to its original status, lne S
wall hangings had been attached to cleais,nailed to the plaster, and had .-

been 1lifted from time to time for the LDSL&ll?LlOH of gas pipeg and elecbrzc'”
cable between the cleats. In the reconstruction w rk the walls were recovered
with plaster, aid on wire laths. ' ' '

In planning the restorztion the original wood debails of the parlor wainseot -
and door and window trim were closely followed. The former fireplaceé, with

ite yellow marble facing and hearth, was retained and a wood manitel built
around it in adaptation of the work of Samuel McIntire of Salem. Thig-was
surmouwitbed Oy an overmantel with carved mouldlngs to frame a pordrait. The :
original moulded plaster cornice and the original wood floor boards were pre--
gserved. The mahogany doors and window shulters were retvained, bul. a gédétion. -
of louvreg in each set of shutters was replaced by = panel. ”hc doorways were7"
crowned with caps, decorated in flat relief, originally over doors in the cea~
tral hall. The Victorian electric wall brac;ets were replaced by f;xtuxe§ i
furnished by Edward F. Caldwell of New York. LT T ey
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The wood finish was painted white, except for the mahogany f£inish
of the doors, window stools and wainscol cap. The floors were given
a natural finish and the plaster walls were painted a dark blue-gray.

The outward aspect of the original house is practically unchanged after
standing nearly a century and a half, and the additions are in ar-
chitectural conformity. The same may be said of the interior finish
with the single exception of the library where the rather extravagant
Victorian style provides a sharp, but not inharmonious, conirast with
the simpler motives of the other rooms. In many respects the Thomes
Poynton Ives house i1s the finest exemple of the Early HRepublican period
of architecture in Providence.

PART I CHITECT INF ION

A. General Statement

1. Architectural character: "The plain wall surfaces and
skillful disposition of the openings give the house a sophistication
rare in Rhode Island in an era of often vulgar ostentation.” Hiteheocek,

Rhode Island Architecture, p. 32,
2. Condition of fabric: Excellent.
B. Technical Description of Exterior

1. Overall dimensions: Sguare main block, 55! x 577, five-
bay facade facing south, three stories high, with a curved bay on
the east side approximately semicircular in plan with a 107 radius;
rear service wing at the west corner of the north side of the house
added 1884.

2. Foundations: Regular ashlar granite, large blocks.

3. Wall construction; Brick, laid in Flemish bond.

4. Porches: SemiciYoular entrance porch, original or an
early addition, similar to porches by Samuel McIntire of Salem, &lender
fluted Tonic columns, full entablature with modillion cornlce and
_balustrade

5., Chimmeys: Four original brick chlmneys three in outside
walls, one 1nterlor chimney

6, OpenlngS:
a,: Doors and doorways: Paneled door, 31de lights and

elllptlcal top llghﬁ with elaborate mulllons, elaborate doorway with
_ colonettes, pllasters and carved trim. :
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b. Windows and shutters: Double hung windows; six light .

sash, louvered shutters, marble sills and splayed marble lintels.

7. Roof:
a, Shape.Low piftched hip roof.
b. Oornice: Modillion cornice with balustrade.
c. Dormers: Segmental roofed attic dormers.

C. Technical Desgeription of Interior

1. Floor plans: Central hall plan, hall 10' wide, with
small entrance vestibule, and small separated rear hallway 10! x 10!
leading to porch along east side of later rear wing; parlor at the
front right (southeast)}, 20' x 22'; library behind the parlor with
circular bay at the east, 18' x 28'; smoking room behind the Llibrary
at the right rear (northeast), 13' x 20'; dining room at the left
front (southwest), 20! x 28'; pantry behind the dining room leading
to kiitchen at left rear of main block, 16" x 20!'; servants' siiting
room, 12' x 15'; service stalrway and service rooms in the resr wing.
Bedrooms on second and third floors in similar arrangement.

2. Stairways: Stairway at rear of central hall, open well
to third floor, starts with a straight run and curves in U-shape io
second floor, free-standing curved stairway to third floor. Open
gstring, slender rectangular balusters, molded rall, carved step end
ornements.

3. Flooring: WVide board floors.

4. Weall and ceiling finish: Plaster, wainscot in some rooms;
later paneling in library. . o

5, Doors and doorways: Paneled mshogany doors; crossetted,
double molded architraves on principal doorways.

6. Mrim: Elaborate ¢eiling cornices, of plaster.

7. Hardware: Butt hinges, silver hardware in principal
locations.

8, Lighting: Blectric.

9. Heating: Central. Fifeplaces_in many rooms, see supple-
mental material gbove. for notes on later mantels.
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.' D. Site

1. General setting and orientation: The house feaces
south, at the southwest corner of a very large lot in a residential
gection, garages to the north, gardens to the easgt.

2. Enclosures: Brick, stone, and iron fences.
3. Outbuildings: Stable end coach houses to the north,

now used for garages.

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect
National Park Service
May 1962

































