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The former Urban League of Rhode Island (ULRI) site, located at 246 Prairie Ave, is facing 
uncertainty.1 The ambiguity regarding the site's future underscores the ongoing challenges faced by 
the surrounding community, which already suffers from limited access to several amenities. This 
phenomenon, known as an amenity desert, refers to areas that lack essential public amenities and 
services. The absence of these amenities can negatively impact the quality of life for residents, 
contributing to issues such as poor health outcomes, limited educational opportunities, and social 
isolation.2 Amenity deserts often disproportionately affect low-income and communities of color, 
exacerbating social and economic inequalities.3 

The following amenity desert analysis focuses on the availability of grocery stores, parks, healthcare 
facilities, schools, public transportation, libraries, childcare centers, pharmacies, banks, and housing 
options. These amenities are important for maintaining quality of life and ensuring equitable access 
to essential services. While this analysis provides a snapshot of the current state, it’s important to 
note that many other types of community amenities, such as recreational facilities and cultural 
institutions, were not included in this analysis. A Census-tract-level demographic analysis is also not 
included. Therefore, the results should be viewed within the context of these limitations, recognizing 
that a comprehensive assessment would require a broader scope and additional time commitments. 

Grocery Stores  

Food deserts are regions where residents lack easy access to grocery stores. In urban settings, these 
are areas where people must travel more than a mile to reach a grocery store, while in rural areas, the 
distance is typically more than 10 miles. This lack of accessibility can lead to significant challenges in 
obtaining fresh and healthy food, contributing to poor dietary habits and related health issues. 
Identifying and addressing food deserts is crucial for promoting public health and ensuring equitable 
access to nutritious food.4 

In the area around the ULRI site, there are a few grocery stores within a relatively close distance, 
though access varies by location. America's Food Basket, situated 0.8 miles southwest of the site, is 
within an 18-minute walking distance. Urban Greens Co-op Market is about 1 mile northwest of the 
site, offering another nearby option. However, both these stores are located to the west, meaning 
residents on the east side of the site face greater difficulties in accessing grocery stores. Despite the 
presence of many small convenience near the site, these do not meet the USDA's definition of a 
grocery store,5 emphasizing the need for more comprehensive grocery options in the area.6 

Parks  

Parks and recreational facilities are essential for promoting physical activity, community engagement, 
and mental well-being. Ideally, residents should have access to a park within a 10-minute walk, 
roughly half a mile.7 Around the ULRI site, there are several small parks within this distance, 
including Peace & Plenty Park and Pearl Street Park. These spaces provide vital recreational 
opportunities and contribute to the overall quality of life for local residents. 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/YFFAuQzhdUXpo3Kb9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/J6f91FdbwhHrd7KAA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/RNd7PmL8DWkTXpCGA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/9Gy3vQbFU13xhnqh8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/mCV2J2gngf66Q3RV7


However, when it comes to more fully equipped parks with amenities such as public restrooms, 
water fountains, and picnic areas, residents need to travel further. Roger Williams Park, whose center 
located 2.2 miles south of the ULRI site, is the nearest park offering these facilities. The disparity in 
access to comprehensive park amenities highlights the need for more developed recreational spaces 
closer to the site to ensure all residents can easily enjoy the full range of park services. 

Healthcare Services 

Access to healthcare services is a critical component of a community's well-being. In urban areas, a 
healthcare desert is defined by a lack of healthcare facilities within a 5 radius. Around the ULRI site, 
Rhode Island Hospital in close proximity, ensuring that residents have access to essential medical 
services. This proximity is crucial for providing timely and efficient healthcare, reducing travel time, 
and improving overall health outcomes. 

Despite the presence of a large healthcare center, it is important to assess the range and quality of 
services offered to ensure they meet the community's needs.8 Addressing any gaps in service 
availability or specialty care is essential for maintaining a robust healthcare infrastructure. 

Schools 

The accessibility of educational institutions is another important aspect of community amenities. 
Around the ULRI site, there are numerous public, private, and charter schools at various educational 
levels. This variety provides families with options and contributes to a supportive educational 
environment for children. 

Ensuring that schools are within a reasonable distance is essential for minimizing travel time and 
enhancing students' learning experiences. While the presence of multiple schools nearby is 
advantageous, it is also important to consider the quality of these institutions and their capacity to 
accommodate the local population. 9 Ensuring equitable access to high-quality education for all 
students is fundamental for fostering a thriving community.10 

Public Transportation 

Public transportation is vital for enabling mobility and access to essential services. Around the ULRI 
site, there are many bus stops, providing some level of public transit access to the community. These 
stops facilitate movement within the city and connect residents to various amenities and services. 

However, the distribution of public transportation access is not uniform across the site. Residents 
on the eastern side may face longer walks to reach the nearest bus stops, highlighting a need for 
more evenly distributed transit options. In addition, the Providence Amtrak/MBTA stop is roughly 
2 miles away. Improving public transportation infrastructure and accessibility can significantly 
enhance mobility and reduce transportation-related challenges for residents. 

Libraries 

Libraries play a crucial role in providing access to information, educational resources, and 
community programs. Around the ULRI site, there are two main libraries: Knight Memorial Library 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/cn4RwzLLRo8VaKre7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/ePbKc7XQBP5h7v2c9
file://///COPDFS1/Users/rod/Desktop/100%20Gaspee%20St,%20Providence,%20RI%2002903
https://maps.app.goo.gl/zA2mSiNytvs8EkyKA


and South Providence Library. These institutions offer valuable resources and serve as community 
hubs for learning and engagement. 

Childcare Centers 

The availability of childcare centers is an important element of community amenities, significantly 
impacting the lives of families and the development of young children. Around the ULRI site, 
several childcare centers provide essential services to the community. Pasito Kids Learning Center is 
located to the west, Bright Horizons at Rhode Island Hospital is situated to the north, and Love 4 
All Learning Center lies to the east. These centers offer various programs that support early 
childhood development, catering to the diverse needs of families in the area. 

While the presence of multiple childcare centers nearby is advantageous, it is equally important to 
assess the quality of these facilities and their capacity to serve the local population. Providing 
equitable access to high-quality childcare is fundamental for fostering a supportive and thriving 
community, ensuring that all children have the opportunity to benefit from early education and 
care.11 

Pharmacies 

Access to pharmacies is crucial for the availability of medications and essential health services. 
Around the ULRI site, there is one Walgreens located to the south. The limited number of 
pharmacies in the immediate vicinity suggests a potential gap in service availability, particularly for 
those who may find it challenging to travel to this single location. Expanding the number of 
pharmacies or enhancing transportation options to existing ones could improve access to necessary 
medications and health services for the community. 

Banks 

Banking services are essential for financial stability and economic development. Around the ULRI 
site, there are two banks: HarborOne Bank to the northeast and Citizens Bank to the northwest. 
The distribution of these banks indicates that some residents may face longer travel times to access 
banking services. Improving the availability of banking services, either through additional bank 
branches or improved financial service accessibility, could support economic stability and growth 
within the community. 

Housing Availability 

The availability of homes for sale and rent around the ULRI site is very limited, highlighting a critical 
issue in housing accessibility. This scarcity can exacerbate affordability issues and limit options for 
current and prospective residents. By increasing the availability of housing, the community can 
better accommodate its population and support overall economic and social well-being. 

Discussion 

The amenity desert analysis around the former ULRI site reveals disparities in the availability of 
essential services. While there are grocery stores, parks, healthcare facilities, schools, and public 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/rfyi5GShsrDiCvp1A
https://maps.app.goo.gl/2gJkaWfM6juS7S9o6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/GgSTD7oxtqSLF32u6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/BbFCHLYfyABZ9KLQ6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/BbFCHLYfyABZ9KLQ6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/X7y44b8gTswottau9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/DmVEfdX6tHxsGa1p8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/GuPs9ioYypATdFTk7
https://www.zillow.com/homes/for_sale/?searchQueryState=%7B%22pagination%22%3A%7B%7D%2C%22isMapVisible%22%3Atrue%2C%22mapBounds%22%3A%7B%22west%22%3A-71.43009421566416%2C%22east%22%3A-71.40498873928476%2C%22south%22%3A41.80039421934495%2C%22north%22%3A41.81467712769542%7D%2C%22usersSearchTerm%22%3A%22246%20Prairie%20Ave%20Providence%2C%20RI%2002905%22%2C%22filterState%22%3A%7B%22sort%22%3A%7B%22value%22%3A%22globalrelevanceex%22%7D%2C%22ah%22%3A%7B%22value%22%3Atrue%7D%7D%2C%22isListVisible%22%3Atrue%2C%22mapZoom%22%3A16%7D
https://www.zillow.com/homes/for_rent/?searchQueryState=%7B%22pagination%22%3A%7B%7D%2C%22isMapVisible%22%3Atrue%2C%22mapBounds%22%3A%7B%22west%22%3A-71.4238345655523%2C%22east%22%3A-71.3987290891729%2C%22south%22%3A41.80139433234615%2C%22north%22%3A41.81567701774966%7D%2C%22usersSearchTerm%22%3A%22246%20Prairie%20Ave%20Providence%2C%20RI%2002905%22%2C%22filterState%22%3A%7B%22sort%22%3A%7B%22value%22%3A%22priorityscore%22%7D%2C%22ah%22%3A%7B%22value%22%3Atrue%7D%2C%22fr%22%3A%7B%22value%22%3Atrue%7D%2C%22fsba%22%3A%7B%22value%22%3Afalse%7D%2C%22fsbo%22%3A%7B%22value%22%3Afalse%7D%2C%22nc%22%3A%7B%22value%22%3Afalse%7D%2C%22cmsn%22%3A%7B%22value%22%3Afalse%7D%2C%22auc%22%3A%7B%22value%22%3Afalse%7D%2C%22fore%22%3A%7B%22value%22%3Afalse%7D%7D%2C%22isListVisible%22%3Atrue%2C%22mapZoom%22%3A16%7D


transportation options nearby, their distribution is uneven, impacting residents' access to these 
amenities. For instance, the east side of the site lacks grocery stores, and local parks lack 
comprehensive amenities, requiring residents to travel further for fully equipped recreational spaces. 
Despite the proximity to Rhode Island Hospital, there is a need to assess the range and quality of 
healthcare services. Similarly, while there are various educational institutions, their quality and 
capacity to serve the local population need evaluation. 

In addition to these disparities, there are also gaps in access to pharmacies and banking services. 
With only one Walgreens to the south, residents may face challenges in accessing medications and 
health products. Banking options are limited to HarborOne Bank in the northeast and Citizens Bank 
in the northwest, leading to potential inconvenience for some residents. Furthermore, the limited 
availability of homes for sale and rent exacerbates housing accessibility issues. 
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